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28 aucmonada po3noUuUHAEMbCA
PizodesHuil nicm

PizaBAHUIM NicT — Le oCTaHHIn
baraTtogeHHM NicT poky. BiH
NOYMHAETLCA 28 nucrtonaga 3a HOBUM
CTUNEM | 3aKIHYYETbCA 7 CidHA.
loBiHHA TpuBae 40 AHIB | TOMY B
LlepkOBHOMY yCTaBi Ha3MBAETbCA LLe
YoTnpunaecaTHuue, Tak camo, [K i
Benuknii nict. OCKiNlbKW 3aroBMHM Ha
MicT NpunNatTb Ha A€Hb NaM’aTi CBATOro anocrona Mununa, 1O
Mnoro we HasusatoTb MNMuanniskoto.

YcTaHoBMeHHA Pi3gBSAHOrO NocCTy, K i iHWKMX 6aratogeHHUx
MocTiB, NPMUMNAAAE Ha AAaBHI XPUCTUSHCBKI 4YacuK. Yxe 3 IV cTonitTs
cBATMIA AMBpOCin MegionaHCcbkuii i 6na>xeHHnin ABrycTuH
3ragytoTb Yy CBOIX TBOpax PizaBaHui nicT. Y V cToniTTi Npo
DaBHICTb PI3£I,B$IHOFO MocTy nucaB CBATUN JleB Benukui,

« A PumMcbknin enuckon.

CnouaTky Pi3aBsAHMI NICT y pi3HUX
XPUCTUAH MaB HEOLHAKOBY
TpMBanicTb: BiA ceMun gHiB i 6inbue.
Ha cobopi 1166 poky, Wwo Biabyscs
npu KOHCTaHTUMHOMONbCLKOMY

: “ Matpiapxy Jlyui Ta Bi3aHTIiCbKOMY
iMnepaToposi MaHylm 6yno NpuHATO NOCTAHOBY ANs BCiX
XPUCTUSAH AOTPUMYBATUCS MOCTY NPOTAroM COpoKa AHIB rnepea
BE/IMKMM CBATOM Pi3aBa XpUCTOBOrO.

PizgBsiHMI NicT Npunaga€e Ha 3MMOBMI Yac. BiH npu3HayeHun ans
OCBSAAYEHHS YeTBepTOoi NoOpU POKY TAEMHUUYMM OHOBIEHHAM
OYXOBHOI €AHOCTI 3 BOroM i NigroToBKOK A0 CBATKYBaHHSA PizgBa
XpucrtoBoro. Ceatutens JleB Bennknin nuwe:

«Came yTpruMaHHSI CUMBOJ1I3y€ YOTUPU MOPU POKY, LO6...
My 3p0O3yMinn, 1O MOCTIMIHO MAGEMO NOTPeby B ouunilyeHi, Ta
O 1IPU XXUTTEBIV PO3CIIHOCTI HaM 3aBXXKAun MoTpPi6bHO
HamMaratucsi MOCTOM | MUJIOCTUHEIO BUKOPIHIOBAaTH rpix,
KU MPUMHOXYETbCS T/IHHICTIO M/10Ti ¥ HEYNUCTOTOIO



b6axxaHb».

3a cnoBamu JlbBa Benukoro, PizaBsiHMIA NicT — Ue Halwa 3 BaMu
»epTBa bory 3a 3i6paHui ypoxai Ta naoam 3emni, ki BiH Ham
nas.

«Sk locriogpk yueapus Hac riogamu 3emsi, — nuiie
CBATUTE/Ib, — TAK i MU 1ig 4ac YbOro rocTy rnoBUHHI 6yTun
weapumm 4o 6igHux.»

A npenogobHuii CnumeoH deccanoHiKinCbKMn roBOPUTb, LLO NICT
pi3aBsiHOI YoTupuaecaTHULI — Lue CMMBON roBiHHA Mownces, aKui
MOCTyBaB COPOK AHIB i COPOK HOYEN i OTPUMAB Ha KaM'AHUX
ckpwxanax boxi 3anoBigi. A M1, KoM NOCTYEMO COPOK AHIB,
6aummo i npunmaemo xunBe Cnoeo Big HiBM, HE HA KaMeHSaX
HanucaHe, a Take, WO BTINMNOCA | Hapoamnocsa. Mu 3any4daeMocs
A0 Moro BoxxecTBeHHOI naoTi.

PizaBaHWI nicT BCTaHOBNEHWM ans Toro, wob mmn ao PisaBa
XpUCTOBOro ouncTnuamn cebe NoOKassHHAM, MOJIMTBOLO | MOCTOM,
Wwob 3 YNCTMM cepueM, Ayweto i TioM Mornum 6narorosiiHoO
3ycTpiTn CuHa boXoro, SaKunii SsBUBCS B CBIT, | W06 OKpiM
3BMYAHUX AapiB i XepTB NpMHecTM MoMy Halle yncTe cepue i
6axkaHHa cniaysatu Moro BueHHio. TMicT TinecHnit 6e3 nocty
OYXOBHOIO HiYOro He NPUHOCUTL A9 CNacCiHHA AyLWi, a HaBiTb
HaBMNaku, Moxe 6yTn AYXOBHO WKiANMBUM. TpannaeTbCca ue ToAi,
KOU NOAWHA, YTPUMYKOUNUCH Bif 1Ki, CMOBHIOETLCSA BiAUYYTTAM
BJSTACHOI 3BEepPXHOCTi Bif YCBIAOMNEHHS TOro, WO BOHa NOCTUTD.

CnpaBXHil nNicT noB’a3aHUN 3 MOJIMTBOK, MOKAAHHSM i
YTPUMaHHSAM Bifg NPUCTpacTeN i MOPOKiB, BUKOPIHEHHSM 31TMX
cnpas, npouweHHaM obpas. lNicT - He MeTa, a 3aci6 ynokopuTu
CBOI MJI0Tb | OYNUCTUTUCA BiA rpixiB. Be3 MONUTBM | NOKasgHHA NiCT
CTa€ BCbOro nuw Aietoto. CyTHICTb NOCTY BMPa)XeHa B LEPKOBHIl
nicHi: «locTyroun Big Xi, Aylle MOo4, i HE 3UMLaymnCb
npucTpacTel, MapHO BTilla€EwWICSa HeBXUBaHHAM (ixi), 60 AKLWoO
nict He npuHece To6i BUNpaBneHHs, To T 6yaew HeHaBManMa
Bborom, sk danbwnBa, Ta CTaHew noaibHOoW A0 3IMX AEMOHIB, WO
HIKONMU He Ta8Tb>».



"O Heavenly King!'": teach- i
ings on the Holy Spirit re-
vealed in prayer

by Rev. Fr. Andrew Jarmus,
Director of Missions and Education, UOCC,
Winnipeg, Manitoba
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One of the best-known prayers in our Church is the prayer to the Holy
Spirit, which begins every rite and service known to Orthodoxy: "O
Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth, everywhere present and filling
all things. Treasury of blessings and Giver-of-Life: come and abide in us,
cleanse us of every impurity, and save our souls, O Good One."

This prayer to the Spirit opens every order of service because we believe
that it is only through the Holy Spirit that our life as Christians is effec-
tive for our healing and sanctification. It is the Holy Spirit who guides us,
who encourages us, and who fills us with the life-giving grace of God the
Son and the love of God the Father. It is for this reason that during the
Divine Liturgy, we pray that we may be partakers in the communion of
the Holy Spirit.

The Orthodox Church does not have a great deal of doctrine concerning
the Holy Spirit, because it is the function of the God the Spirit to make
us understand the teachings of God the Son. In turn the teachings of the
Son reveal to us the will of God the Father. In other words, we do not
know much about the Spirit because little has been revealed about Him.
Nevertheless, much of what we do believe about the Holy Spirit is found
in the first half of the prayer "O Heavenly King." Let us take a quick look
at the various ways that we call upon the Holy Spirit in this prayer, and
we will begin to understand better His importance in our life.

"O Heavenly King": This statement affirms that the Holy Spirit is God,
since God alone is the King of Heaven. This relates to the words of Jesus
in John:4, "God is Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in spirit and
truth."

s "Comforter": This is the title of the Holy
Spirit given by Jesus in the Gospel of St.
John, chapters 15 and 16; in Greek it is
"Paraclete." In English editions of Scriptures
"Paraclete" is sometimes translated as
"Helper". Who does the Holy Spirit comfort
or help? The Spirit offers comfort/help to us,
the Christian peoples. Why? Because Chris-
tians need comfort, help and encourage-
ment in the face of the many trial and tribu-




lations that we face both as individuals and collectively as the Church.

"Spirit of Truth': This again is a title given by Jesus in John 15 and 16.
In these chapters, which come from His mystical supper before His
death and third day rising, Jesus speaks of the function of the Holy Spir-
it. He says that there are many things that Jesus still has to teach His
followers which they are not yet ready to bear. However, when the Spirit
of Truth comes, He will guide them into an understanding and an em-
bracing of these teachings. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth, because
He reveals to us throughout history the Truth of Jesus' Good News, and
how we can apply this Gospel to our contemporary lives.

"Everywhere present and filling all things': Psalm 139 affirms these
two attributes of the Spirit most eloquently: "Where can I go from Your
Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven,
You are there; if I make my bed in Hades, behold, you are there. If I
take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea, even there Your hand shall lead me, and Your right hand shall hold
me. For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother's
womb."

"Treasury of blessings’: St. Paul, in Galatians 5:22&23, says, "When
the Holy Spirit controls our lives, He will produce this kind of fruit in us:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control." In 1 Corinthians 12, the Holy Apostle Paul asserts that
"there are many kinds of spiritual gifts, but it is the same Holy Spirit
who is the Source of them all."

"Giver of Life": In Romans 8:11 we read that "the Spirit of God, who
raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as He raised Christ
from the dead, He will give life to your mortal body by this same Spirit
living in you." The Holy Spirit is the giver of life everlasting to all who
place their hope in the Son of God. Also, in a universal way, the Holy
Spirit is the One who holds all that exists together; thus, the Spirit is the
giver, not only of eternal human life, but of all life.

Two things, hopefully, become clear from this short prayer study. First of
all, the words of our prayers are not selected simply for their aesthetic
quality. Rather, they are carefully chosen to bring forth in timeless prose
the Truths of the Gospel which lead us to life everlasting. Because we
repeat these prayers so often, it is very easy to simply skim over them
without much thought. It is good, then, to take some time every now
and then to look deeper into the words, that we may appreciate them
more fully, and say them with that much more attention and conviction.

Secondly, the words of this specific prayer form a small confession of
faith about the Holy Spirit. Through "O Heavenly King" we are taught



that the Holy Spirit is God Himself, that He offers those who turn to Him
the strength and perspective necessary to live Christianity to its fullest.
Also we are taught that there is no place where the Spirit is not, and
that there is no gift or blessing which we receive in our lives that does
not come from Him

It is on the foundation of these beliefs that we continue the prayer "O
Heavenly King": "come and abide in us,
cleanse us of every impurity, and save our
souls, O Good One." It is not just any spirit
that we invite to live within us, but the Spirit
of God. It is not just any teaching in which we
place our hope, but the Truth which is re-
vealed to us by the Holy Spirit. It is not just
any philosophy, movement or person that can
grant us cleansing, healing and salvation, but
only God the Holy Spirit who is the Source of
all that is good, of all that gives life, and of all

that is true.

Religious formation begins
in the family

His Grace, Bishop ANDRIY

We are all troubled by the problem of the formation of youth, and are
especially concerned with religious formation, yet we see how this is
generally neglected.

God the Creator has made the family the foundation of human life. He
has delineated certain responsibilities for the family, the basis of which
consists of care. Natural instinct directs parents to care for their chil-
dren, to raise them to adulthood so that they would be able to continue
their life on earth independently.

Man is the highest and most perfect creation of God. The basis of the
formation of a person is the knowledge of our God and Creator, and the
consciousness of the goal of human life on earth—the salvation of our
souls and acquisition of eternal happiness. Towards this end religious
formation consists of coming to know and cultivating a world-view based
upon the Law of God. This is the formation and development of the will
and character of the Christian person.

Christian formation begins from the earliest days of a child. When the
child becomes observant it begins to learn. It learns that which it sees
and hears. Educators confirm that a person learns most during their first
ten years of life. This is the time during which a child’s senses are
formed. The child learns to distinguish between good and evil, and this



means that it begins to learn about religion. Understanding and the ac-
quisition of all the Christian virtues begins precisely at this age.

Parents are the best example to follow for a child. The child fully de-
pends upon its mother for care and protection from all dangers. It un-
conditionally believes in its parents, and so the religious convictions and
the example of the religious life of the father and mother are irrevocably
passed on to the child. Faith in God and respect towards the Church are
received by the child as it is able to understand given its child-like na-
ivete and simplicity. The moral and spiritual values which are manifested
in the daily life of the parents, in their interactions between themselves
and those around them are transferred into the world-view and charac-
ter of the child. The respect and honesty of the family surroundings at
home is the cradle of the Christian character of the child.

The atmosphere pervading the home has a marked influence on the reli-
gious formation of the child. The first acquaintanceship with God is tied
up with icons and the Cross, holy water, oil lamps and prayer. Through
them a feeling of respect towards God and worship of Him is cultivated.

Contemporary homes where icons are not venerated, or where they
aren’t even present, obviously cannot exert an influence on the for-
mation of a Christian world-view, not to mention various parties or gath-
erings where adults are incontinent in their conduct and their words.
Even though children are young, and seem to understand nothing, eve-
rything which they hear and see powerfully affects their formation.

Another important factor in the religious upbringing of children in the
home is the participation of the parents in the life of the Church. When
the parents are faithful, participating in the Liturgy every Sunday, they
at the beginning bring, and later accompany with them their children to
Church. Children from infancy grow in the life of the Church. In our
Church we commune children from the moment of their baptism, and
this gives the child a feeling of belonging to the Church. When the par-
ents only infrequently attend Church how can they raise religious chil-
dren and cultivate love for the Church in them? And so, when we ob-
serve young people who are alienated from the Church this shows that
they have not had a good example to follow.

We must also be conscious of the fact that a person’s surroundings have
a definite influence on the formation and development of personality,
especially during childhood and adolescence. Contemporary teachers
have various world-views and they influence youth in various ways. In
any case, when the foundation of a firm religious world-view has been
laid in the family children, having made their youthful mistakes, become
the persons they were raised to be in the Christian home. Children with
a Christian world-view will be with their parents and the Church, and
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children who have not received an adequate formation in the family will
wander long and far. May God grant them to find the “way, the truth
and the life”!
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[opori 6paTTa i cecTpu.
MoBigoMnsemo Bac, Wo
y HawoMy xpami nicna ceaToi Jlityprii
NpoBOASATHCSH
KOPOTKiI AyXOBHIi 6ecigun.
MpocnMo ycix Ao y4acTi.

Cnacu Bac lNocnoau.

Or1. Bonoaummup ®ecbKiB

Dear brothers and sisters,
short spiritual talks
are held at our church
after the Holy Liturgy.
We ask all to participate.
God bless you,

Father Volodymyr Feskiv
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Jlopo2i bpamms i cecmpu.
Y nawomy xpami
MU 8HCUBAEMO NIOCBITHHUKU 1 1aMNAOKU
3 01UBKO0BO01I0 0AI€I0.
Tomy moaumoeHo 32adysamumo mux
Xmo dcepmaeysamume 01110 00 aamnad.
Cnacu sac I'ocnoodu!
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