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CesTa BenmkoMydeHuus KatepuHa xuna
3a npaeniHHA iMnepaTopa Makcumina (305
- 313). Ii 6aTtbko KoHcT 6yB npaBuTenem
AnekcaHapii €rnmneTcbkoi. XXusyun B
CTONMUUI — UEeHTpi eiHCbKOT BYUEHOCTI,
KaTepuHa, oTpuMana 4ynoBy OCBITY,
BMBYMBLLWN TBOPU KpaLMX aHTUYHUX
dinocodis i BUeHMX. lOHaKn 3
HanBeNUYHIWKWX pOAMH iMNepii nparHynm
PYKU NpekpacHoi i po3yMHoi KaTepuHu,
asne XoAeH 3 HMUX He cTaB il obpaHueM.
BoHa oronocuna 6atbkaM, Wo 3rigHa
BMIATU 3aMiX NinLe 3a TOro, XTo
nepeBepLlwnTb ii B 3HaTHOCTI, baraTcTsi,
Kpaci Ta MyapocTi.

MaTun KaTepuHu, TaEMHa XpUCTUSHKA,

nosena ii 3a NopaAol A0 CBOro AyxiBHMKaA, CBATOro ctapus, Wwo TBOPUB
MOJIMTOBHMI NOABUI HA caMoTi B Ne4yepi Henoganik Big MicTa.
Bucnyxaswun KatepuHy, ctapeLlb cKkasas, Wo BiH 3Ha€E lOHaka, KoTpui
nepesepLUye il y BCbOMY, TOMY WO “Moro kpaca cBityillia 3a COHAAYHE
csiviBo, Mloro MyApicTb Kepye BCiMa TBOpPiHHSIMU, Moro 6araTcTtBo
PO3/IMBAETHLCS 10 BCbOMY CBITi, a/l€ L{e€ He 3MEHLLYE 0ro, @ MHOXUTb,
Bucota pogy Moro — HezbarHeHHa”, Obpas HebecHoro HapeueHoro
HapoAWB Yy AyLWi CBATOI AiBK rapsye 6a)xkaHHs nobauntn Noro. IctuHa, oo
sIKOi nnHyna ii gywa, Biagkpunacs in. Ha npolaHHsa cTapeub Bpy4nB
KaTepuHi ikoHy Boxoi MaTepi 3 boroHeMoBnsiM IcycoM Ha pykax i 3BeniB
3 Bipoto monutuca Llapuui HebecHin — Matepi HebecHoro HapeueHoro
npo gap 6auutn Ii CuHa.

Liny Hiu monunace KatepuHa i yaoctoinacsa nobauntu MNpeceaty
Boropoauuto, Aka npocuna Ceoro boxectseHHoro CnHa nognBUTUCA Ha
KaTepuHy, ctosauy nepeg HuMn Haskoniwkn. Ane inTuHa BigBepTana
CBin nuK Big Hei, Kaxyuun, Wo BiH He MOXe ANBUTUCS Ha HEI, TOMY Lo
BOHa NOTBOPHA, HiKYeMHa, 3nngeHHa n 6oxesinbHa, K i 6yab-gaKa
NAnHa, He omuTa Bogamum CBATOro XpeweHHs  He Big3HadyeHa nevyaTTio
Oyxa CeaTtoro. Y rnmbokoMy 3acMmyyeHi KatepuHa 3HOBY niwna 4o
cTtapus. BiH 3 n1060B’10 NpuiiHAB Ti, HACTaHOBMB Y Bipi Xp1CTOBIl, 3anoBiB
36epiratm YNCToTy M LHOTAMBICTL | 6e3nepecTaHHO MonnTUCA. MNi3Hiwe
CcTapeub 3BeplWnB Hag Heto TaiHcTBo CeAToro XpeweHHs. I 3HoBy CeATiN
KaTtepuHi 6yno BuaiHHg MNpeceaToi boropoaumui 3 Antam. Tenep Mocnoab
nackaBo AMBMBCA Ha Hei 11 AaB in nepcTteHb, 06pyunBlun i Cobi. Konun
BUAIHHA CKIHYWIIOCA | CBATa NPOKMHYJACcs Bif CHY, Ha pyui ii ceiTunocs
Kinbue — yyaoBuin gapyHok HebecHoro HapeueHoro.

Y uen yac B AnekcaHapito Ha A3M4HuUbKe cBATO Npubys cam imnepaTtop



MakcumMiH. I3 uiei Haroam cesATo 6yn10 0cobAMBO NUWHKUM | 6araToNtogHUM.
JleMeHT XXepTOBHUX TBapuH, AUM i CMOpIA XXEepPTOBHMUKIB, WO nananum
6e3nepecTtaHKy, romiH lopbu Ha apeHax nepenoBHOBann AsleKCaHApito.
MpuHocKMnnca 1 NIOACLKI XEePTBU — HA CMePTb Y BOrHi Npupikanm
CNoBigHWKIB XpUCTa, AKi He BiACTYNuAK Bi4 Moro BueHHSA nig CTpaxom
CTpawHux TopTyp. CBATa N1O60B A0 MYUYEHUKIB — XPUCTUSHAM i cepaeyHe
6axkaHHa nonerwunTy iX 400 CNOHYKanu KaTepuHy niTv A0 rON0BHOIO
Xepus i Bnaguku imnepii, iMnepatopa-roHntens MakcmmiHa. HassaBLluu
cebe, CBATa crnosigana ceoto Bipy B €amHoro Mpasausoro bora v myapo
BMKPWJ1a OMaHK A3n4HKKiB. Kpaca aiBunHu 3avapyBana npasutens. LLo6
rnepekoHaTu ii 1 NoKasaTu TOPXECTBO A3UYHMLBbKOI MyApOCTi, iMnepaTop
nosenis cknukat 50 Kpawmnx BYEHUX MYXiB iMnepii, ane ceBATa B3ana
ropy Hag mMyapeusmu, Tak WO BOHM caMi BBipyBanun B Xpucrta. CedaTa
KaTtepuHa ocCiHnna My4yeHuKiB XpecToM, i BOHU MY>XXHbO NMPUNHSANN CMEepPTb
3a Xpucta i 6ynu cnaneHi 3a BeniHHAM iMnepaTtopa. MakcuMiH we
cnpobysaB crnokycutu CeATy 0biusiHkoto 6aratcTea i cnasum Ta
OTpMMaBLIM FHIBHY BiAMOBY, Haka3as nignaTu ii XXOPCTOKMM TOpTypaM, a
MOTIM KMHYTM B B'A3HULLIO.

IMnepaTpuus Aerycrta, ska 6araTto yyna npo ceaty KatepuHy, Busisuna
6axkaHHA nobaunTw ii. YMOBMBLUM BOeBoAyY Nopdupis i3 3aroHoM BOIHIB
cynpoBsoaxyBaTu ii, ABrycta npuiwna o B’a3Huui. IMnepatpuus byna
BpaxeHa cunoto ayxy Ceatoi KatepuHu, o6nmyusa skoi casno
BoxxectBeHHOW 6narogaTTio. CBaTa MydeHuusa po3kpuna imnepaTpuui,
Mopdwupito Ta BOIHAM XPUCTUSIHCbKE BYEHHS, | BOHWU, YBipyBaBLUMU,
HaBepHynucsa Ao Xpucra.

HacTtynHoro gHa MyuyeHuuo 3HOBY NMpUBENU Ha cyaunuvile, ae nig
3arpo30t0 KonecCcyBaHHSA 3anponoHyBanu i 3peKTUCs Bid XPUCTUAHCBLKOI
Bipu i NnpuHecTn xepTBy 60ram. CBATa HENOXMTHO cnosigana Xpucra i
cama nigivwna Ao Konic, ane AHren po3TpowmB 3HapsAAAS CTPaTU, | BOHU
PO3METININCA Ha WMAaTKKU, NopaHmBLIKM 6araTtb0oX si3M4YHMKKIB. MobaumsLin
ue uyyao, imnepatpuus ABrycrta i uapeasopeub MNopdupiii 3 200 BoiHamMu
rnepea yciMa cnoBifanu cBoto Bipy B XpucTa i 6ynum o06e3ronoBneHi.
MaKcuMiH 3HOBY cnpobyBaB cnokycutn CeaTy MyueHuuto,
3anponoHyBaBLlK i wntob, i 3HOBY oTpuMaBs BiamMoBy. CBsiTa KaTtepuHa
TBEpPAO crosigana BipHicTb cBOeMy HebecHoMy HapeueHOMy — XpUCTOBI
Ta 3 MONUTBOIO A0 HbOro cama rnoksaJsna rosioBy nia Mey kata. Mouui
CeaToi Bennkomy4enuui KatepmHu 6ynm nepeHeceHi AHrenamm Ha
CuHaricbky ropy. B VI cToniTTi 3a 04KpOBeHHAM 6ynun 3HangeHi YecHa
ronosa i niea pyka CeAToi MyyeHuui i 3 NOYeCTs MM NepeHeceHi B
HOBOCTBOpeHM Xpam CMHaNCbKOro MoHactmps, nobyagosaHoro CBATUM
imnepaTtopom HOcTtuHianom (527 - 565; nam’atb 27 nuctonaaa).

CtyneHTn, dinocodun, NponoBiAHMKN BLUAHOBYIOTb CBATY KaTepuHy sk
CBOO HebeCHy NMOKpOBUTENbKY.

Kaadosuwe — micue moaumaeu
ma 3ycmpiui 3 Biunicnuo

[e nepebyBatoTb aywi noMepnnx? Ak nosoamtucsa 6ina mormnmn? Ym



060B’A3k0BO MONUTUCS 6ins MOruMan? K NnoBOAUTUCS Ha UBUHTapI? Ak
4acTo CNia XPUCTUSSHUHY HaBigyBaTMUCSA A0 MOTWUA PigHUX?

o [le came nepebyBaloTb AyLUi NoMepsnx rogen nicas cmepri?

CMepTb — Lie MOMEHT BigAiNeHHsa Ta po3nyyvyeHHs Aywi Big Tina. Tino
XPUCTUSIHUHA 3 MOJIMTBOIO Ta NOYECTAMMU XOPOHATb Y MOrMi, 3acnnarum
3emelo, a gywa (ayx) noseptaeTbcsa Ao bora Ha cya, KU Ha3nMBaEMO
«MAPUBATHUM>» UM «TUMYACOBMM>», BiApPi3HAIOUM 1AOro Bia Yacy CTpawHoro
cyay boxoro, Ha AKOMY Mpu KiHLUi CBITY OCTaTOYHO BUPIWINTBLCS 4014
KOXHOT NIOANHWN Y BiYHOCTI. MpuBaTHMIN Cya AAE MOXIUBICTb XPUCTUSIHUHY
3MiHUTUK AOJIO Y BiYHOCTI 3ac/nyramu, CTapaHHSAMM iHWKWX NOAEN.
Momepnuii BXxe cam AOMOMOrTH cobi He MOXe, ane MONMTBa 3@ HbOro
uneHiB LepkBn mMae Bennky cmny. OCb YOMY MU NOCTIMHO MOSIMMOCS 3@
[OpOrnx HaMm SIoAeN He NNLE XUBUX, ane n NoMeprinx.

° BbaraTto nogei BUpyLWwaroTb Ha K1agoBuLya, A€ NoXoBaHi iXHI
pigHi...

AKLO HaBiTb AN A3UYHUKIB | NPpMBIYHNKIB LiINKOM eneMeHTapHUX i
HEPO3BUHYTUX penirintHNX CUCTEM Micus NOXOBAHHS NoMepnnx 6ynm
0co61MBOK0 CBATUHEN, TO FOA4iI FOBOPUTU NPO TE, WO XPUCTUSAHMN LLUAHYOUN
Tifla NOMepsInX poANYIB TaKOX i LWAHYOTb MicUa IXHbOr0 NOXOBAHHA.
LiBMHTapi 4Nna Hac € 4YaCTUHOK CakpanbHOro NPoOCTopy, MiCLeM MOJIUTBMU,
MicueM (pi3nYHOT 3yCTpidi 3 BIYHICTIO. I3 AaBHUHU, <UBUHTapsSMU>»
HasunBanu TepuTopiIto AoBKoNa xpaMy, 60 came TaM XOPOHWAN BipytOUMX
noaen. BnacHe, Hawe 6a)kaHHSA BiABiAYBaTW LUBUHTap — Micus
MOXOPOHEHHS HAWWX PiAHUX | € YYJOBUM NOKa3HUKOM, CBOEPIAHUM
MapKepoM Halwoi toboBi A0 HMX. SAKLO BX BCiM pO3MoBigaETe, Wo
HeMMOoBIpHO Ntobunun ceoix 6aTbKiB, ane BiABIAYETE iXHI MOrMAM OAMH pa3
y poui, — To Taka 1 Bawa ntobos. Bce npocTo.

[Ons npaBocnaBHUX XPUCTUSH CMepPTb TiNa — Ue He HancTpalwHiwe, wo
yeKae KOXHY noanHy. barato 6inblwe Hac NOBMHHE NsSKaTW rpillHe,
Hepo3kasiHe XuTTa 6e3 bora. A TOMy, HaBiTb 3yCTpiYalumnCh i3 CMepTIo,
Bipytoui ntoan cnpuiiMaloTb ii CNOKIAHO, BipOlO Yy BiYHE XUTTS Ta
npomucen Boxui. I xouya nig yac NOXoBaHb XPUCTUSIHU TEX MadyTb, SK i
nnakas Konmcb Xpuctoc 6ina rpoby ceoro Topapuwa Jlasaps, y ubomy
nnavi HeMae xkxaxy nepej HeBiAOMMM, HEMAE Bia4Yalo Ta iCTepuk. Y HbOMy
SICHO MOMITHa He fuLe Bipa B XWUTTA Nicnsa cMepTi, ane 1 Hadisa Ha bora,
KNI He NOKMAAE CBOIX AiTen Hi no rpoby, Hi micns

e -Yy o60B’AI3K0BO MosimTucs 6insa Mmornan?

BnacHe, M1 npnxoammMo A0 MOrun came ans Toro, wob 3sepwmnTu
MonuTBY. Hi Ana «po3MoB» 3 NOKIMHMM, Hi ANS PO3MOB MOMiIX cob60to Npo
MOKINHOro, Hi TMM Binblle — Hi Ans BXMBaHHS iXi Ta Becenouwis. Mu
NpUXoAMMO B Lie CBSAITE Micue HacaMmnepea Ans Toro, wob noMmonmtTucs
Bory 3a poporux Ham nogen. A we xoTiB 6u 3BepHyTH yBary Ha O4Hy,
HaA3BUYAMHO BaXxIMBY piv. OCKiIbKM XPUCTUSIHCbKE KadoBuLle Le
CBSITMHS, BOHO 4acTO CTa€ MicueM 0cobauMBOi yBarm pisHoro poay
BOPOXOK, YapoaiiB i YaknyHiB. Yepe3 Te, WO XpaMy Taki JII0AN XOANTU HEe



MOXYTb, ane MaklTb
noTpeby TOpKHYTUCS
CaKpanbHOro CBITY,
BOHW YMMaso CBOIX
obpsaais 3BepLyoTh
caMe Ha
KnagoBumLax, a
TaKoX, came 3
K1agoBuULLAMKU Ta
MOXOPOHHUMM
puTyanamm
NoB’A3YI0Tb BEINKY
KiNbKiCTb BUAYMaHUX
3a6060HiB. Benuka
Hebe3neka nonsirae
B TOMY, KOJIM Bipytoui ntoaun i cobi npunmatotb 6e3niy MapHOBIpCTB
MoB’sA3aHKUX i3 NOBEAIHKOK Ha MOXOPOHI, Mia Yac BiACNiBYBaHHS UM
MOXOBaHHS Ha kagoBuui. Maemo 6yTn Haa3BMYalMHO 06epeXxHUMK, Wwob
He aatu cebe crnokycuTtn «6abcbknmm 6amkammn».

«bynemMo HamaraTucs, CKiflbku Le MOXIMBO, AonoMaraTi NoKinHUM,
3aMiCTb Cfi3, 3aMiCTb pMAaHb, 3aMiCTb NULWHNX PO6HULDL — HaWKM
MOMIUTBAMW 3@ HUX, MUIOCTUHEIO K NoXepTBaMu, WOo6 TakKUM YMHOM SK M,
Tak i HaMm oTpuMaTu obiusHi bnara», — nuwe ceaTUTeNb loaH 3naToycCT.

o Sk noBOANTHCSA Ha YBHUHTapI?

Ha XpUCTUSHCbKMX KNagoBuLLax, 3peLwToro, i Ha BCiX iHWNX, MAEMO BeCTH
cebe 3 MakcMManbHUM 6naroroBiHHAM, Haye nepebyBaloun B BEIMKOMY
xpami boxxomy. Ha Teputopii uBuHTapsa He MoXHa 6iratn, ronocHo
pPO3MOBAATU, MNAAUTU LUUFrapKn, BXMBATU XY, UM TUM Binblue — BXUBaTH
CNUPTHI Hanoi. Y aesknx perioHax Pocii icHye 6e3yMHa Tpaaumuis nnTu Ha
MOrMIM MOMEPJSINX MOPINIKY, MpUrowarym He Mepuis. Lle xaxnusi Ta
OWKi 3BUYai, sKi B )KOAHOMY pa3si He NOBMHHI BKOPiHIOBATUCS Yy Hac, a TaM
e BOHM BXe iCHYI0Tb — Big HUX cnig umMwBeuae nosbasnatucs. B
XXOAHOMY pa3i He MOXHa 3anuuwaTn XXy Ha Mmormnax. Ii kpawe Bigatn TmmMm,
KOMY BOHa MoTpibHa 3 XMBUX. XoA4A4M N0 KNaZoBuWYy cnig 6ytn
obepexHuM, Wwob He HacTynNuTK Ha vyxy moruny, abo wob He 3aBaxaTu
CBOIM rasacoM iHWWUM N4aM, Ki MONSATbCS UM nepebyBatoTb Y
6narouecTusin Tuwi.

o Sk noBogunTucs 6inss mornan? SKi MOJINTBU MOXXHA MOJIMTUCS ?

MiginwoBLWwM A0 MOrMAN poanYa UM 3HAMOMOro, Hacamnepea cnig,
3ananuTu CBiYKy Ta noMonmTucs. MoBHUM YMHOM MONUTBY (UMH NiTii)
MOXe BiACNYXUTU nuwe ceaweHnkK. OgHaK, MUPSHU TaKOX MOXYTb
nomMonnTnucsa bory, BUKOPUCTOBYHOUM OCOBNMBUN, MUPSIHCBKUIA YMH NiTii —
BiH 3HAYHO CKOPOYEHUN, | MICTUTb N1Le A03BOJIEHI MUPSHAaM MOJIUTBMU.
3BiacK — BUCHOBOK. [lyxe nobpe, konu poaundi TypbyoTbCa Npo CBOIX
noMepnux i pobnsate Bce Moxnunee, Wob 6ing MorMam NoMonmBecs came
CBSILLEHUK, X0O4Ya Ki/lbKa pa3iB Ha piK. SAKWO € MOX/IUBICTb, TO MOXHa
npountaTn AkadicT 3a nomepnmx. Katonuubka Tpagmuis ymtatn Tpudi



«0OT14e Haw» i Tpuui «boropoanue [iBo», 6€3yMOBHO, € UyA0OBOO, ane
BOHa He Bigobpaxa€e rnmMboKnin ceHC HaLoro MOSIMTOBHOIO MPOXUTTS
ckopb60TK 3a nomepanMu. AKWo MU YnTaemMo «OTye Haw» i
«boropoanue» nepep ixeto, nepes poboToto, i BpaHuUi, i BBeyepi, To ans
Hac 0CobUCTO PO3MMBAIOTLCS MPaHMULIi CEHCIB TUX MOSIUTOB. AKLWO MU
MOSIMMOCS 3@ NOMepnX, TO B MOJIMTBAxX NOBUHHI 6yTn cnoBa NpoxaHb
npo uMx NnoMepnmx.

Micna MOMMTBM MOXHa TPOXU NONpmMbupaTtn MOrusy i AOBKOJA HEl, SKLLO
He 3pobunun Uboro HanepenoAHi. A gani — NpoCcTo MOBYKM MOCTOSATH UM
nocuaitun.

e Yy Baprto 6inss Mormsn craBaTy HaBKOJIILLKN?

Yumano penirinHnx Tpaguuin, Hacnpasai, € nuwe MicueBuMun. 30Kpema,
Tpaauuis cTaBaTh Ha KosiHa 6ina Mmormnu. Ha koniHa My BCTaeMO nig vac
NnpMBaTHOI MOSIMTBU UM 3arajsibHOI MOUTBM B XpaMi. BigTak, aKWo B Hac €
6axaHHS | MOXIMBOCTI MOJIMTUCS Ha KOJliHaX — MU Le pobumo. AKLWOo
noroAHi yMOoBW LUbOro He I03BONSAITb — MOXHA MOJIMTUCA CTOS4YU. pixa B
TOMY HEMaE.

e SIK yacro cnig XpUCTUSIHUHY HaBigyBaTUCS 4O MOru pigHNx?

Y Lepksi icHyOTb 0c06nMBi AHI NOMMHaHHA noMepnux. B Taki gHi nogm
He e MOXYTb MPUXoAUTU A0 XpaMy, A€ NOAATb 3anuUCKK i XXEepTBU B
iM’a nomepnux poaudie, ane ” Nicna 60orocnyxiHb NAYTb Ha KI1agoBULLA,
wo6 NoMONNTUCS 3a pOAMYIB Y MOBYA3HI NPUCYTHOCTI iX TAIHHUX
OCTaHKiB.

TakoX, iCHYIOTb 0CO6/IMBO BaXKMBI CiMelHi aaTtun, ski nobpe 6yno 6
3yCTPiTU MONUTBOK Ha MOruaax TMx, KOro Mn nobumMo, ane 3 Kum
TUMYACOBO pO3‘e4HaHHI rpixoM i cMepTio.

YnMano CBsALLEHUKIB i ENMCKONIB BiABIAYIOTb MOMMAM CBOIX PigHUX oapasy
nicns KOXHOT HeAiNlbHOiT Y CBATKOBO CNy»X6u. YMM yacTiwe naemo Ha
Knagosuule — Tum b6inbwe MonnTeM, TMM binblua Hawa nwbos. Ane 1 UMM
He BapTO 3/I0BXMBATU Ta 3HATW 340pOBY Mexy. IHoai, Hawe 6axaHHS
4yacTo BiABiAYBATM MOTU/IN MAE He AYXOBHi, @ NCUXiuHi (NCUXONOTiYHi)
KOpiHHA. B TakoMy Bunagky, Kpawe noroBOpuTH 3i CBALLEHMKOM i
MCUXONOroM (NCMXOoTepaneBToOM).

The Nativity of Christ is at Hand

Beloved, the Feast of the Nativity of Christ is now at hand. Let us take
care to meet it in Christian manner, spiritually. I already know how you
intend to meet it: you will soon be going to the marketplace, where you
will concern yourselves and prattle about much, about the manifold
pleasures of the table; or you will take care only to adorn your body with
festive clothing. But as for the one thing needful (Lk 10:42), about how
to sweeten your soul for the coming feast with spiritual food, or about



how to adorn your soul with lumi-
nous thoughts-in short, how to meet
and spend the feast worthily-this but
rarely comes to anyone’s mind.

But, beloved, food is always with us
and our clothing is always with us,
but the Lord’s feast is not always
with us; therefore, let us concern
ourselves not with food and clothing,
but rather with preparing ourselves
to meet our Most-Pure Heavenly
King. Let us concern ourselves with
meeting the approaching feast wor-
thily and spiritually. We have long
since been chanting Christ is

born, which we chant in order to
fathom beforehand the great mys-
tery of the Incarnation of the Son of
God, that is, why the Son of God
descended to earth; why He was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary, becoming man without
ceasing to be God.

O 1P T,

To what end? To this end God descended to earth, that He might raise
us to Heaven, says the Holy Church. (Akathist to the Sweetest Je-

sus, Kontakion 8.) Remember this thought, and drive it into your hearts:
that the Son of God descended to earth in order to save us from sin and
eternal death and to raise us to heaven, that is, to where there is eternal
life and eternal blessedness. If Christ descended to us in order to raise
us to heaven, then we should ascend thereto beforehand in our thoughts
and heartfelt desires, gradually turning our souls away from everything
that binds us to the earth, to this country of exile in which there are so
many temptations, afflictions, sicknesses, sorrows, with all its brevity,
where we see only sin, allurements, and death with all its horrors.

Thus, before the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord and God and Savior
Jesus Christ arrives, let us adorn our souls with sobriety and purity of
heart, that when Christ appears from heaven we might worthily meet
His birth. Be attentive to yourselves: soon Christ will be on earth. Then
raise your thoughts and hearts from earth to God and let us joyfully

sing of the great mystery of the Nativity of the God-Man. If we meet this
feast with such thoughts, and with such disposition of heart, then we will
meet it worthily, in Christian manner, with benefit to our souls. Amen.

St. John of Kronstadt



When does God perform miracles?

On this day, we celebrate the memory
of Saint Paisios of Mount Athos.

Below is a story about Saint Paisios
where he taught the nature of miracles.

A group of young men, of no religious
background, visited the Elder. They
had heard of Father Paisios and were
curious to meet him. After giving them
the typical Mount Athos treat (loukoumi
and water), he sat next to them to lis-
ten to what they had to say.

They told him:

- Father, we want you to work a miracle in our presence, so we can be-
lieve in God.

- Wait a second, he replied. He went inside and brought a knife and said
jokingly: - Stand up in line! I will cut your heads off and then I will mi-
raculously glue them back to their place. But please, don’t stand next to
each other, in case I mix them up.

The young men reacted at once.
- No!! We want to see a different kind of miracle.
Then, the Elder sat by their side and told them the following:

- It would be very easy, if God wished so, to make people believe in Him
by working miracles; with His supernatural power, visible to all of us, He
would make everyone believe. However, God does not want people to
believe in Him out of admiration for His supernatural power; on the con-
trary, He wants us to believe in Him and love Him because He is extreme-
ly kind.

God will never work a miracle in order to demonstrate His power, and thus
acquire more believers. He works miracles to cover up human weakness-
es.

We cannot put the burden on God to make us have faith in Him. This is a
matter for our own free-will. The Saint is beautifully telling us that it is
only through a relationship of love that we embody faith and know God’s
power. Miracles can happen to those of faith when they are in need due to
their human weaknesses. They come when we seek with humility and
faith, based on a love of Him.

Saint Paisios


https://monasterevmc.org/product/st.paisios/

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
On December 10 at 10:00 am,

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of St. Anne invites
everyone involved in the chandelier project to
the Divine Liturgy, Blessing of the chandelier,
Moleben and a lunch of Thanksgiving.

Looking forward to see You

December 2017 Schedule

Po3knapn Ha rpyaeHb 2017 poky

Saturday December 2

Great Vespers™ at 5:00 pm
Sunday December 3

Divine Liturgy* at 10:00 am
Monday December 4

Entry into the Temple of our Most Holy Lady Mother of
God and Ever-Virgin Mary
Divine Liturgy* at 10:00 am

Saturday December 9
Great Vespers** at 5:00 pm
Sunday December 10
Divine Liturgy* at 10:00 am
Saturday December 16
Great Vespers™ at 5:00 pm
Sunday December 17
Divine Liturgy* at 10:00 am
St. Nicholas program after Liturgy
Tuesday December 19

$St. Nicholas the Wonderworker
Divine Liturgy* at 10:00 am

Friday December 22
Conception of the Most Holy Theotokos by St. Anna
Divine Liturgy™ at 10:00 am

Saturday December 23

Great Vespers* at 5:00 pm
Sunday December 24

Divine Liturgy* at 10:00 am
Saturday December 30

Great Vespers™ at 5:00 pm
Sunday December 31

Divine Liturgy* at 10:00 am

The Christmas Lent will last from November 28 to January 6
* Confession available prior to the start of Liturgy
» Confessi ilable after V.

Cybora 2 rpyann
Benuka Beuipha™ o 5:00 sevopa
Hegins 3 rpyaus
Cesara Jlirypria® o 10:00 pauxy
Monxeainok 4 rpyaus

Bxig y xpam MNMpecsaroi Boropoauui i MpecsaToi fisn
Mapii
Ceara flirypria® o 10:00 pauky

Cy6oTa 9 rpyaHsa
Benuka Beuipua** 0 5:00 seuopa

Heains 10 rpyaxs
Cssita flirypria® 0 10:00 panky

Cyb6ora 16 rpyaus
Benuka Beuipua™ o 5:00 sevopa

Hepinsa 17 rpyaxs
Cssra Nitypria® o 10:00 pauky
Cearo Mukonas nicns Jliryprii
BisTopok 19 rpyaus
Mup-flukiicbkoro HYyaoreopus
Cssra Jlitypria® 0 10:00 pawxky
MaTHMUA 22 rpyaHs

3avartra MNpecsaroi Boropogiyi Ce. AHHOKO
Cesara Jlirypria® 0 10:00 pauky

CyGora 23 rpyaus
Benuka Beyipnua®™ o 5:00 seuopa

Heains 24 rpyaus
Cenra Jlitypria® 0 10:00 pawky

Cy6ora 30 rpyaus

Benuxa Beuipua™ o 5:00 sevopa

Heaina 31 rpyaxs
Cesra Jlitypria® o 10:00 pauky

Pisassanuit Micr Tpusarume Big 28 nucronaaa Ao 6 Ciuns
* Cnosiap nepen fityprieo
** Cnosiab nicns BeuipHi

We invite all to attend our Church services

Mu 3anpoLwyeMO BCiX B3ATH Y4acTb Y
HaWWX UEPKOBHUX Cryx6ax




YOUTH RETREAT FOR TEENS

TASTE
ND SEE!

Body and Soul in Orthodox Worship

Does your body really matter in church?
Join Yuri Hladio for an interactive
afternoon of engaging discussion,
helpful questions, and thoughtful
answers.

Saturday, December 16th For more information:
2pm-5pm - Vespers to follow Fr. Bohdan Hladio
St. John the Baptist UOC (905) 433-5577
(31 Bloor St. East, Oshawa, ON) bhladio@sympatico.ca

Yuri Hladio loves working with young people. He spent
the last two years with Youth for Christ: Winnipeg,
where he ministered to innercity youth. He has a
passion for teaching and learning alongside others.



% . siKe BinGyneTscs micis ciyxOm §-
__, y HamoMy GeHKeTHOMY 3aii. |

OpraHi30BaHUH HEJIUILHOIO HIKOJIO0
Caatoi AHHM

THXHUH ayKI[iOH

opranizoBauuif sxinkamu CB. AHHH

St. Anne's Ukrainian
Orthodox Church is inviting
everyone to our annual
Saint Nicholas celebration

that will take place
on Sunday December 17, 2017
in our banquet hall.

Celebration Prograny

Sponsored Dinner

BY
‘St. Volodymyr Foundation

Saint Nicholas Concert
organized and performed by

St Anne’s Sunday School
Silent Auction
organized by the Women's Organization
Our Address
525 Morrish Road




Join or Renew Your Membership

REMINDER

We are coming up to the end of the year. If you wish to vote at
the 2017 Annual General Meeting you will need to be a paid up
member for 2017.

You have until Dec. 31, 2017 to pay your membership dues
for 2017. But why wait? Do it today.!

Payment can be given to John Gergesha, Treasurer or Fr.
Volodymyr Feskiv. Forms available in church foyer.

« Family - $350.00 e Single - $175.00

Why do we want a form?
* Allows our priest to contact you
* This helps us keep our records and information current.
* We can send you important information about the church
* You will receive The Herald newspaper from Winnipg.
* Registration with Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada and
Eastern Eparchy

2017 — Annual General Meeting — Sunday, February 4, 2018



