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IIpo oceaueHHss nomewrkanvb Ha Hopodan

HaBilwo 34iNCHIOITLCSA OCBAYEHHS NMOMELIKaHb? 3 —
[aBHiIX-AaBeH XPUCTUSHM HaMaranmcb
MaKCUManbHO MOBHO OCBATUTU — HAaNOBHUTH
Bo)koto 6narogaTTio — CBOE XUTTSA. 3BiCHO, B
nepLy 4yepry ocBsiyyBasan BOHU cebe
NpaBUIbHUM XPUCTUSHCBKUM XUTTSM Ta yyYacTio y
Ceatux TaiHcTBax LlepkBu. 3 iHworo 6oky, yepes
MOMIUTBY Ta MNEBHi 30BHiLLIHI 06psiaAN, BOHM
0oCBAYYyBanu CBOI pedi, B TOMY YUCAI XUTMIO Ta
npeameTtn NobyTy. IcTOpMKM CBigYaTh, WO nepui
XPUCTUSHN 306paxkanu 3Hak cBaToro Xpecra, abo
iHWI XpUCTUSAHCBLKI CUMBOSIN, Ha CBOIN oaexi,
nocyai, Asepsix 6yamHkiB Ta 6aratbox iHWKUX
pevax.

Oco6n1BMM YMHOM NOCBSAYYBaNUCb bory xpamu Ta BnacHi NOMeLLKaHHS.
3BiCHO, paHHi XpUCTUSIHWU HE Manaun Takoro po3BMHyTOro 6orocnyx6o0Boro
UYMHY, KW MW 3 BaMW MAEMO CbOrOAHI, OAHAK CXeMaTU4HO i NO CyTi, ue
6yno Tex came ocBsveHHs. Cknaganocb BOHO, SK i Tenep, 3 YNTaHHSA
MOIUTOB, KaAiHHA KiMHAT KaAWNbHUM (PiMiaMOM, HaNUCaHHAM Ha CTiHaX
306paXkeHHs CB.XpecTa Ta NoMa3aHHSA MOro CBATUM ENEEM.

Takox BigaaBHa iCHYE Tpaauuis, Wo Ha cBATO borosiBneHHs, Ta Kifibka
OHIB No UboMy (40 BiAAaHHS CBSATA), CBALEHUK 3 MOJIMTBOLO BiABiAYeE
oceni cBoix napadisH ansa Toro, wob nobnarocnoBuTHM ix ariacmoro —
OCBSAIYEHOI0 B AeHb XpelleHHa FocnogHboro Boaot. OcesiueHa B TOM A€Hb
CBSITa BOAA € BEJIMKOK XPUCTUSHCbKOK CBATUHEN, Ta MAE 0CO6UBI
di3MYHI N AyXOBHI BNaCcTUBOCTI. 3Hato4Un Le, Bipytodi N10AN 3 BENKOLO
paaicTio XouyTb 6aunTh y cebe CBALLEHHOCTYXUTENIB, IKi MOIMTBOIO Ta
OKpOMJIEHHSIM OCBSYEHOIO BOAW BUIaHSOTb 3 OCeni 3ni cmnm, Ta
3aKnKatoTb AHrena-oxopoHLUs.

Ak cnipg roTyBaTUCS A0 LbOro OCBAAYEHHA?

Jlo ocBAYeHHS AOMY Ta BiABiAAHHSA MOro CBSILWEHWKOM, OYEBUAHO,
XPUCTUSIHUHY Clid roTyBaTUCSA ABOSKMM YMHOM: BHYTPILLHBO Ta
30BHIWHbLO. 3 BHYTPiWHbLOrO 60Ky, MW NOBUHHI MaTu wmpe 6axaHHs
3anpocuTK B AiM He N1Le CBSWEHHOCNYXUTeNs, a 1 Toro aHrena-
OXOPOHLSI, KOTPUIA TaM OXOPOHATMME Hac Hagani. MaemMo po3ymitu, Wo
BCe, WO BiabyBaTMMETbCA Ha HalMX o4Yax 330BHi Mig Yac obpagy, mae
TaKoX rMMBOKMI AyXOBHUIM, BHYTPILLHIM 3MicT. Yepe3 30BHiLIHi BUSIBU
6orowaHyBaHHS Ha Hally OCento CXoAMUTb Nacka boxa Ta BigraHAeTbCsA
BCE /INXE N He4vucre.

I ocb, Hawe 3aBAaHHSA, YCBIAOMOKOUM BCKO BaX/IMBICTb Takoro
6orocnyxiHHs, Hagani NpMBECTM B HOPMY He N1Lle OCeNto, a M BnacHe
XUTTH, XUBYUM 3a 3anosiassMm FocnogHiMK. AKLLO 04N OCEN0
OCBAYYIOTb, @ CaMi 3aNMLATbCA XUTU B rPiXy — npaus CBSLLEHUKA He
MaTUMe >XXOAHOro ceHcy. ToMy, AOCBiAYEH] AYXIBHUKN pEKOMEHAYIOTb
pa3oM 3 OCBAYEHHSIM CBOEI 30BHiLWHbOI oceni — 6yAnHKY, NpuHariaHo
MpUCTYNuUTK A0 TaiHcTB NokKasHHA Ta EBXapUCTii, WO KOTPi OYMNLLYIOTb
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NOAVHY 3CepeanHu.
Aki npegMmeTn NoTpibHi Ana yboro?

[ns ocBsfiYEHHS, YM TOYHiWe, 61aroCNoBEHHS Oceni CBALEHNKOM B
nepioa VMlopaaHcbkmx CBAT 3 60Ky NpUXoxaH He NoTPibHO Hivoro
ocobnmeoro. OgHak, iM HanexmuTb 3asganerigb NPUBECTU B HaNEXHUN
CTaH, cTapaHHO npmubpaTu BCi Npy NPUMILLLEHHS, SKi NNaHYETbCS
OKpOMOBaTH OCBAYEHOIO BOAOK. [esKi CBAWEHNUKN OKPOMJIIOITbL BaHHI
KiMHaTW Ta TyasneTun, AesKi Hi. Y 6yab-aKoMy BMNAAKy CNig WyKaTtu
340pOBUI My34, Ta He NayTaTn cakpanbHe 3 NpodaHHUM.

flk came Bigb6yBaeTbca uen o6pan?

Xoua B Tpaauuii LlepkBu BigaaBHa icHYOTb 0CO6MBI MOUTBM, 30KpeMa
cknageHi cesatuM MNpoknoM, naTpiapxom BceneHCbKMM Un CBATUM
CodpoHieM EpycanmMMCbKMUM, CbOrOAHI HE ICHYE SKOroCb 0AHOr0 0bpsiay,
KOTpwuiA 61 B piBHilA Mipi BUKOPUCTOBYBaBCS 04HAKOBO ycCiMa
CBSILLEHHOCNYXUTENSMU. 3a3BMYali, Mig Yyac cniBy TponapiB Ta KOHAaKa
cBsiTa borosiBneHHs, CBSAWEHHOCNYXUTENi 06X0aTb YCi KiMHaTH,
OKpOMJIOIYM ariaCcMoto CTiHM, iIKOHW. SKWwo € noTpeba, To A0 Takoi
MONTBW AO0SYyHAETbCSA Mana eKkTeHia 3 0Co06nMnBMMM NPoOXaHHAMK 3a
300poB’s, ycnix Ta 6narocnoBeHHs FOCNOAHE XUTeNiB A0OMY.
3akiHuyBaTuUCb 06ps4 MOXe CMiBOM MHOMOMITTAM pOAMHI, Nig Yac SKoro
CBSALWEHWUK AAE UiNyBaTN YCiM NPUCYTHIM XPECT Ta OKPOMSE KOXHOIo
CBSATOIO BOAOHK. Y Byab-IKOMY BUMaAKy, CBALEHUK KepyeTbCs abo Bxe
yCTasieHoto B Tilh MicLeBOCTi Tpaauuieto, abo BlacHUM NacTUPCbKUM
CYMAIHHAM.

YuM Biapi3HAETbCA NOPAAHCbKI OCBAYEHHSA Bifi OCBAYEHHA HOBOro
6yanHky (MalHa, HoBonpmMAa6aHOro TpaHCNOPTHOro 3acoby i T.
A.)?

3 Toukn 30py borocnis’s 06ps 3sepLUeHNit CBALEHNKOM Mij Yac
NopaaHCbkMX CBAT Kpalle 6yae Ha3BaTh He OCBSIYEHHSAM, a
6narocnoBeHHsIM paHiwe ocBa4YeHoro AoMy. MOBHUIM YMH OCBSYEHHS AOMY
3BEpPLIYETLCA Nicnsg nobyaoBM YM BAaroMoro peMoHTy ocersti. Mpu 4Yomy,
AeKinbKa pasiB: 0CBAYYIOTb AINAHKY nepea novaTtkom 6yaisHuuTBa,
MOJIATLCA Mif Yac 3aK/ajeHHs NMepLloro KaMeHo Ta BXe MNoTiM — rnepes
BXOAOM B HOBWUWN AiM.

I pani, wWopoky B 4yac borosiBNeHHS CBALWEHHOCAYXUTENI Haue
noHoBNOTbL Ty 6narogaTe. To X, 6€3yMOBHO, CNij 3aBXAW 3BepTaTu
ocobnmBy yBary Ha Te, WO MOBHE OCBSIYEHHS ocesli Mae ocobnnsy
AYXOBHY Bary, a KoXeH npaBOC/aBHUN XPUCTUSHMUH NOBUHEH MparHyTu
XUTN B 61aroCnoBeHHI LEpKOBHOK MONUTBOK oceni. CkaxiMo, AouUibHO
OCBATUTU AiM nepej TUM, 1K B HbOr0 MOBEPHETLCS 3 MON0BOro 6yaAnNHKY
MaTh 3 ANTUHOK, abo KON 4acTO XBOPIiKOTb MOro MeLwKaHLUi, Towo.
Akuwo Bipytoumnx 6araTto, a CBAWEHUK — 0AWH, TO napadisHM NOBUHHI
pPO3YyMiTK CKMafAHICTb CUTYaUil, 3 AKOK BiH 3yCTpiYaETbCA Ha NpakTuui. 3
oAHOro 60Ky Aywnactmp xo4e yciMm 6e3 BUHATKY MPUCBATUTU
MaKCMManbHy yBary Ta n1t060B, a 3 iHWOoro — ue noTpibHo pobuTn foCUTb
WBMAKO, WO6 3a Yac CBAT 3aBiTaTK A0 KOXHOI OCeni e Noro 4yekaroTb.
ToMmy, 3 yBaru Ha Te, WO B TakKMx ymMoBax 0bpsg He moxe 6yTn HaaTo



TpMBanuM, Mo oro 3akiHyeHHi Kpalle BCcboro 6yae oapasy AOMOBUTUCH
Npo YeproBy 3yCTpiy, y>e AN NOBHOLIHHOIO CRiNIKYBaHHSA, KOMX AN
CnifKyBaHHSA NacTeu 3 nactupem 6yae 6inblue yacy.

Uu cnip Bce 3rapgaHe ocBsivyBaTtu (4M Le Ha po3cya BjlaCcHUKA)?

[MpaBoCnaBHi CBALWEHHOCNYXUTENI — Le He A3MYHULbKI WwaMaHu. Bece, wo
BOHW 3 MOJINTBOIO 3BEPLUYIOTb, MA€ 3Ha4YEHHS N1LIe TOMY, WO MOSNTBa
Bbi€e He cama no cobi, a TiNbKM B Mipy AYXOBHOIo pocTy Ta ii HabnnXeHHs
no bora Tiei nloAMHN, 3@ 9KY BOHW MOASATbCS.

Ons Toro, wob «6narogatb Nogisna» He 060B'A3KOBO BUAMBATU Ha
rofoBy NOAVHW Uine Bigpo BOAM — AOCTaTHbO Byae nuwie Kinbka ii
Kpanesb. TakoX He 060B'A3K0BO, | HaBITb HE 3aBXAM AOUINBHO,
OKponJoBaTH Ti NPUMILLEHHA Ta NPeAMETU, AKi HE MaloTb 0YEBULAHOIO
AYXOBHOIMO 3Ha4yeHHs, abo MOXyTb BUKOPUCTOBYBATUCS 3 FPIXOBHUMMU
MOTMBaMu. Tak, CKaxiMo, OCBAYYyBaTW LUKONY YW CTaAioOH AOMYCTUMO, a
MarasuH Ae NpoAalTb TIOTIOH Ta FOpiNKy Yn ANCKOKAYD — rpixoBHO. Xo4a
6araTo CBSLLEHUKIB LM SBHO 3/10BXMBAIOTh, i LUYKAOTb MOXJ/IMBOCTI
niasapobutu 6arato 6inblue, HiXX TypbytloTbCS NPO BfacHy AyLwy i Npo Te,
Lo 3a BCi Ui AypHUUi iM y cBilt yac Tpeba byae signosigaTtu.

OcCHOBHa MeTa OCBSAYEHHS — Le He nokpaleHHS di3nYHOro 4m
biHAHCOBOro CTaHy NOAVNHWN, YN SKUXOCh IHWKUX il 30BHILWHIX O3HAaK i
aTpmbyTiB. OCHOBHa Uilb MONUTBU Ta LEPKOBHOIro 6,1aroc/ioBeHHs —
Typ60Ta nNpo cnaciHHsA aywi. Bci iHWi peyi, npo siki M1 YacTo MpiemMo, ue
nviwe oAMH 3 MOX/IMBMUX HACNiAKIB HAWoro 4yxoBHOro 6narononyyys.
BnarocnoBeHHs CBSALWEHWKOM oceni Nig Yac MlopAaHCbKUX CBAT — 4ygoBe
AyxoBHe niabaabopeHHs NoanHi Ha ii wnsaxy Ao boxoro LlapcrtBa. Came
Noro n Has4yas 'ocnogb WyKaTn neplle BCbOro iHWOro, npu UboMy
Haragyroum, LWo Bce iHwe - in gogactbcs. (Md.6:33).

SAkwo Bu 6axkaete 3anpocutn OTys Bonogmnmupa A8
6/1arocs10BiHHSI Bawioro gomy, 3BeprtanTtecsi 4o OTus 3a
TesiegpoHoM 647-6800448 abo e/1eKTPOHHOK MOLLUTO
fr.volodymyrf@yahoo.ca

On Why Orthodox Bless
Their Homes

Blessing the home has roots in the celebration
of Epiphany. Every year on the Feast of Epiph-
any, January 19, the Church celebrates the
baptism of Christ and the renewal of creation.
As Christ bows His head in perfect humility to
John in the river Jordan, He teaches us that
humility and obedience are the starting points
to living as His disciples. Christ gives to water
the power to regenerate humankind, to make



http://azbyka.ru/biblia/?Mt.6:33&cr&ucs

us "born again." Not only is this gift of new life offered to humanity but
also the entire world shares in this gift of new life. The "river Jordan"
represents the entire world and receives the restoration of the
"goodness" that it lost in the Fall along with Adam.

The "goodness" of creation is simply that its' purpose and function are to
draw the soul to God and is no longer an end in itself.

In celebrating Epiphany, our ancestors sensed a profound awareness of
this restoration of goodness in themselves and the world in which they
lived. It was natural when going down to a river and asking the Holy
Spirit to descend upon it, that having experienced everything as glowing
with God's goodness they would take that water into their homes and
bless them.

Getting to Know Your Priest and Your
Priest Getting to Know You

Today, we are having the experience of blessing our homes and an op-
portunity to create relationships with the priest. As a Church grows, of-
ten the distance between a pastor and his flock also increases. No one
should feel that home blessings are a burden for the priest, blessing a
home is an important part of his ministry. The priest learns parishioners
needs and at the same time, it allows him to have a better idea of how
to create opportunities for parishioner involvement in the life of the
Church.

Please call and schedule your home to be blessed, especially if it has
never been done.

What to Expect When a Priest Comes

¢ It is best to have as many family members present as possible.
¢ The priest brings everything necessary for the sacrament
¢ Prepare a list of family member names

¢ If there is a prayer corner in the home the priest will start there, if
not, just place out an icon on a table.

Schedule a Home Blessing

Send a request to Fr. Volodymyr
Phone 647-6800448

Email fr.volodymyrf@yahoo.ca



HAx suxoeamu i 36epe2amu 8ipy 6 bozay
Jdimei?

Meplw Hix BigNOBIAATN Ha Le NUTAHHS, 9 X04y CKasaTu Kisibka CniB TUM,
XTO FrOBOPUTD, WO He noTpibHo "HaB'azyBaTn" AiTaM penirinHux BipyBaHb.

PeniririHa Bipa He Moxe 6yTu HaB'si3aHa NOAMHI; BOHA He € Wo-Hebyab
CTOPOHHE NOANHI, BOHA €
HeobxigHoto noTpeboto NHACHKOI
NnpUpoOAN, HaMrosIoBHiLA 3MiICT
BHYTPILUHbOIO XUTTS JIIOANHMN.

Konn mMun niknyemocs npo Te, wob
AVTWHA pocna npasanBoto, Aobpoto,
pPO3BMBAEMO B Hil NpaBu/bHe
MOHATTSA NPO Kpacy, cMaK Ao
NpeKpacHoro, MM He HaB'aA3yeEMO i1
yoro-Hebyab panekoro abo
HEBNACTUBOrO i NPUPOAI, MU TiNbKK
[OonoMaraemo in i3 camoi x cebe
BUTAraTW, Haye 3BiSIbHATH 3
nentowok, y cobi camin Bbavatu Ti
B/1IACTMBOCTI M CXMABHOCTI, SKi
B3ara/i BNnacTmuBi NIOACLKIN oyLi.

Te > came NoTpibHO CKaszaTn 1 nNpo
nisHaHH4a bora.

3a MPUHUMMNOM «HE HaB'A3yBaHHS HiYOro» AMUTAYIA Aywi, My B3arani
NOBUHHI 61 6ynun BiAMOBUTUCS Bif YCAKOro CpUsSiHHA ANTUHI B PO3BUTKY
1 3MiLUHEHHI 11 AylWeBHUX cun i gapyBaHb. My NOBUHHI 6ynu 6 winkom
3anunwaTtm i Ha caMy cebe AO0TK, NOKM BOHA BMPOCTE 11 cama
po36epeTbCsi, AKOK BOHA NOBUHHA 6YTK i KOO Hi.

Ane umMm Mu He nosbaBunn 6 AUTUHY CTOPOHHIX BMNAWBIB Ha HEi, @ TiNbKK
Haganu 6 uum BnNamMBam 6e3nagHuin | 4OBINbHMIA XapakTep.

MoBepHiMOCS A0 NUTAHHSA, YOMY OAHI NI0AM A0 KiHUS CBOIX AHIB
36epiratoTb y AyLWi CBOiN NOCTiNHY, HEMNOXUTHY Bipy, TUM 4YaCcoM SIK iHLWUiI
BTPa4aloThb ii, iHOAI BTpayatloTb OCTAaTOYHO, @ iHOAI 3 BEIMKUMWU 3YCUNNISIMU
1 CTpaXkAaHHSAMM NOBEPTAKTbLCA A0 HEI?

Y YoMy nonsira€ npuM4YnHa Uboro seMwa? MeHi 34a€TbCs, Le 3aneXuTb Big
TOro, KU HaNpPSAMOK NPUMNMAE BHYTPILIHE XUTTS NIOANHN B ii paHHLOMY
OVUTUHCTBI. SAKWO NtoanHa, iHCTUHKTUBHO abo ceigomo, 3ymie 36epertu
npaBuibHE CNiBBigHOWEHHS MiX coboto 1 borom, BoHa He Bignaae Big
Bipu; AKLWO X BNacHe "A" 3ariMe B ii AywWwi HEHanexHe NoMy rosioBHe M
naHyto4ye Micue, Bipa B AywWi ii 3aTbMapuUTbCA. Y paHHbOMY ANUTAYOMY BiLli
BJflaCHa 0COBMUCTICTb, 3BMYAMHO, e He CTOITb Ha NepLIOMY MiCli, He cTa€
npeaMeTOM NOKOHIHHA. YoMy 11 CKa3aHo: SKLWO He HaBepHeTecs 1 He
6ynete sk aitn, He BBiaeTe B LlapcTtBo HebecHe. 3 pokaMu BnacHa



ocobucTicTb yce binble 1 6inblie 3poCcTaE B Hac, CTAa€ LLEHTPOM HaLOi

yBarn v npegMeToMm Halloro AoroaXaHHs.

I ue B caMoMy cobi 30cepenXxeHe eroiCTUYHE XUTTS, 3BMYanHo, nae y
ABOX HanNpsAMKax - Y HanpaMKy YyTTEBOCTI, CAYXIHHA Tiny, i B HAaNpaAMKy
ropAocCTi, By3bKOi AOBIpU 1 NPEKNOHIHHA nNepej po3yMOM B3arani 1 nepes
CBOIM BJSIaCHMM 30KpeMa.

3BuYanHo, 6yBa€ Tak, WO TOM i iHWKWA HaAMpPSAMOK He CNosy4atoTbCs B Ti
caMin nauvHi. B ogHnx
nepeBa)katoTb CMOKYCH
YYTTEBOCTI, @ B iHWNX CMOKYCH
6e3npucTpacHocTi. YyTTeBICTb i3
BiKOM nepexoAunTb iHOAI B CTaTeBY
He340pOoBICTb, Big SKOi 6yBaloTb
BiNlbHi HaTypu, po3yMHi 11 ropai.

it Ari /i WF[ﬂ

YyTTEBICTb | ropAicTb, sIK ABa
BMAMW CNYXiHHS BNacHin
ocobucrtocTi - ue came Ti
B/1ACTUBOCTI, SIKi NPOSABASANNCA, K
MU 3HAEMO, y NepBOpPOLAHOMY
rpixy nepBo3gaHHuX Noaen i
36yayBanu CTiHy MK HUMU 1
Borom.

Te, wo Tpanunocs 3 d \
nepBo3AaHHUMU NOABMU,
BinbyBaeTbCs i 3 HaMu.

He3nopoBui HaNpPsIMOK HALWIOrO BHYTPIWWHbLOIO XUTTSA 3 AUTUHCTBA, WO
npuBOAMTbL A0 PO3BUTKY B Hac abo 4yyTtTeBocTi, abo ropaocTi, 3abpyaHtoe
YMCTOTY HaLLOro BHYTPIWHbLOrO, AYXOBHOIo 30py, nosbassie HaC
MOXMBOCTi 6aunTun bora.

Mwu Bigxoanmo Big bora, 3annWaeMocs OfHi Y CBOEMY eroiCTUYHOMY XUTTI
3 yciMa Hacnigkamu, Wwo BUNINBaKTb 3BiACH.

Religious formation begins
in the family
— His Grace, Bishop ANDRIY
We are all troubled by the problem of the formation of youth, and are

especially concerned with religious formation, yet we see how this is
generally neglected.



God the Creator has made the family the foundation of human life. He has
delineated certain responsibilities for the family, the basis of which con-
sists of care. Natural instinct directs parents to care for their children, to
raise them to adulthood so that they would be able to continue their life
on earth independently.

Man is the highest and most perfect creation of God. The basis of the for-
mation of a person is the knowledge of our God and Creator, and the con-
sciousness of the goal of human life on earth—the salvation of our souls
and acquisition of eternal happiness. Towards this end religious formation
consists of coming to know and cultivating a world-view based upon the
Law of God. This is the formation and development of the will and charac-
ter of the Christian person.

Christian formation begins from the earliest days of a child. When the
child becomes observant it begins to learn. It learns that which it sees and
hears. Educators confirm that a person learns most during their first ten
years of life. This is the time during which a child’s senses are formed.
The child learns to distinguish between good and evil, and this means that
it begins to learn about religion. Understanding and the acquisition of all
the Christian virtues begins precisely at this age.

Parents are the best example to follow for a child. The child fully depends
upon its mother for care and protection from all dangers. It unconditional-
ly believes in its parents, and so the religious convictions and the example
of the religious life of the father and mother are irrevocably passed on to
the child. Faith in God and respect towards the Church are received by the
child as it is able to understand given its child-like naivete and simplicity.
The moral and spiritual values which are manifested in the daily life of the
parents, in their interactions between themselves and those around them
are transferred into the world-view and character of the child. The respect
and honesty of the family surroundings at home is the cradle of the Chris-
tian character of the child.

The atmosphere pervading the home has a marked influence on the reli-
gious formation of the child. The first acquaintanceship with God is tied up
with icons and the Cross, holy water, oil lamps and prayer. Through them
a feeling of respect towards God and worship of Him is cultivated.

Contemporary homes where icons are not venerated, or where they aren’t
even present, obviously cannot exert an influence on the formation of a
Christian world-view, not to mention various parties or gatherings where
adults are incontinent in their conduct and their words. Even though chil-
dren are young, and seem to understand nothing, everything which they
hear and see powerfully affects their formation.



Another important factor in the religious upbringing of children in the
home is the participation of the parents in the life of the Church. When
the parents are faithful, participating in the Liturgy every Sunday, they
at the beginning bring, and later accompany with them their children to
Church. Children from infancy grow in the life of the Church. In our
Church we commune children from the moment of their baptism, and
this gives the child a feeling of belonging to the Church. When the par-
ents only infrequently attend Church how can they raise religious chil-
dren and cultivate love for the Church in them? And so, when we ob-
serve young people who are alienated from the Church this shows that
they have not had a good example to follow.

We must also be conscious of the fact that a person’s surroundings have
a definite influence on the formation and development of personality,
especially during childhood and adolescence. Contemporary teachers
have various world-views and they influence youth in various ways. In
any case, when the foundation of a firm religious world-view has been
laid in the family children, having made their youthful mistakes, become
the persons they were raised to be in the Christian home. Children with
a Christian world-view will be
with their parents and the
Church, and children who have
not received an adequate for-
mation in the family will wan-
der long and far. May God
grant them to find the “way,
the truth and the life”!

Parents and children’s Con-
fession

Usually parents who regularly
attend Church know well that
children are confessed from 7
years of age, and those
younger are communed with-
out confession. But it's possi-
ble that not all understand
that children 2-3 years of age
should be brought to the priest
for a blessing before commun-
ion. Let us not neglect this —
the child’s soul gracefully
gathers everything which is
found in the temple — icons,
chant, candles, bells; the child
remembers the priest, and his




hand which blesses. Let us remember that when children were brought
to Christ he said nothing to them, he just put his hand on their head
and blessed them, appealing in this way not to their still undeveloped
intellect, but to their hearts.

In general a child should be brought to Church often, and should be
there as long as they are able. At home it is good to light candles and
pray before the icons with them. All of this, after years of participation,
is deeply fixed in the child’s soul and is kept their throughout their life.
It is good for a young child to receive communion often—this is their
joining together with God.

At 4-5 years of age, while the child does not confess sacramentally, if it
understands that it has done something wrong it is good for them to
admit their offense before those whom they offended, and very benefi-
cial to bring the child to the priest, so that he can talk with them, offer-
ing guidance and where necessary advice. This helps greatly with the
child’s spiritual development.

At 7 years of age the child is obliged to confess sacramentally. This is a
very important time in their spiritual development, and a great respon-
sibility for the parents. The parents themselves must create in the fami-
ly a special atmosphere regarding Holy Communion. The day we com-
mune must be joyful and solemn for the child — it should feel like a
name’s day (or birthday). If the child manifests a desire not to com-
mune try to determine the reason for this peacefully and seriously: the
reasons might be sufficiently deep that it might require a pure, heartfelt
confession by the parents or the whole family.

A child should fast according to their abilities. For example, before com-
munion a child might refrain from watching television or playing com-
puter games for 2-3 days.

For adolescents who lead an attentive spiritual life it is important to find
a regular spiritual father/confessor who knows the family, who is trusted
by the child, and who can direct the spiritual life of the child with great
benefit. It is important that in addition to confession, communion, and
participation in Saturday or Sunday school there be a proper atmos-
phere in the family.

Parents should not forget about the spiritual education of their son or
daughter at home: it would be good to arrange the reading of one or
another spiritual book, pray together (if even only at night) and even, if
possible, to read together an akathist or sing certain liturgical songs.

It is important to create a pious atmosphere in the home: mutual atten-
tion, virtue, order, prayerfulness. Many teenagers like to keep a diary,



and if your child has such a desire advise them to make it a spiritual
diary (writing their impressions from books they have read, interesting
thoughts they have heard in sermons, recommendations of their spiritu-
al father, their own thoughts, etc.). This will bring great benefit to the
child, especially because their confession will become for them fuller
and deeper.

OzoaowenHsn / Announcements

Jordan Feast
will be held on Sunday, January 21st
after Liturgy.

Tickets will be available at the door.
Pricing is as follows:

Adults - $25
Students (age 15-18) - $15
Children (age 10 - 14) - $10
Hopodancvra Beueps

8100ydemwcs 21 ciuHa nicas Jlimypeii.

St. Anne's annual general meeting
will be held on Sunday, January 28th
after church service.
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Bio6yodymucs 28 ciuns odpasy nicas Jlimypeii.
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If you want to inwite Father Volodymuyr for

the blessing of your home
please contact Father
by phone 647-6800448

or email fr.volodymyrf@yahoo.ca
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