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Beyond the Plateau:
Leading the Church through
Needed Change

We all know the story, or have heard ver-
sions of it. A new priest is assigned to a par-
ish. Upon his arrival there, the priest discov-
ers or discerns that the parish is in decline,
or is struggling with serious issues of Church
growth and health, and resolves to do some-
thing about it. He may be a priest with not
only good ideas but inspiring vision, energy
and talent, yet, at virtually every step of the
way, he finds himself fighting resistance to
even the concept of new ideas and different
ways of doing things, ways that challenge
conventional parish thinking and possibly
even the very parishioners responsible for
that thinking. After a while, especially with
no backup or support from fellow clergy, in-
cluding his own bishop, he gives up and goes
on with parish life as it has been. And the
declines only continue.

O b And this reminds me of an old maxim: “If
yd you keep doing what you're already doing,
it . you're going to keep getting what you've al-
6%?/711114 ready got.

Few obstacles present more of a challenge to
Church growth than resistance to change.
That people, in general, fear change is natural. Change has to do with
the unknown, and people fear those things they do not know or do not
understand. Fear of change is also a spiritual issue, since Christians are,
by definition, a people that are evolving, becoming holy, changing from
one degree of glory to the next [2 Corinthians 3:18]. Yet, the view of a
changeless God is often projected onto a people that need to change,
with the resulting view that we, the people of an unchanging Faith and
unchanging God, don’t ourselves have to change. This is utter non-
sense.

Change is a part of our Faith. Baptism involves change. Confession
and repentance involve change. Receiving the Body and Blood of our
Lord involves change. Living a Christ-like life involves change, and yet
we do not seem to fear those forms of change. We may not like them—
the changes necessary may indeed be painful—but we do not seem to
fear them because we recognize the benefit to our own personal spiritual
life. It is only when we start talking about the way our corporate life
seems to be going that we express the doubts and fears usually associ-
ated with change. If we fear change, then we fear God, but this kind of



fear is not godly; rather, we fear Him because, at the heart of our rela-
tionship with Him, we do not trust Him, and change, if we are to under-
stand it correctly, is about trusting God to take us from one place of be-
ing to another.

Why do we fear change? There is a very good reason why we fear
change within our parishes. Corporate change—the kind of change at
the level of overall parish life that we are talking about here—necessarily
mandates us to admit one very difficult, one very painful thing: that the
way we have been doing things may not have been working, may not be
good, may not be right, may even have gotten us to the point of decline
and poor Church health that we are now experiencing. It calls into
question both personal and corporate judgment, administrative skills
and leadership talents. It calls into question the supposedly well-
thought out decisions we’ve made, decisions that may have been arrived
at only after long discussions (or even heated arguments and exchang-
es), research and investigation.

People hate to admit they’re wrong. It's hard enough for many peo-
ple to do it in Confession, where anonymity can hide them; it’s even
harder to do publicly when the parish is in decline and old methods, pro-
cesses, ideas and the like are being examined and questioned. Nobody
likes to look like they made a bad decision that has had, intentionally or
not, disastrous consequences for corporate parish life.

However, as the Church universally—and as the autocephalous Church
locally—we can no longer afford to keep our head in the sand and ignore
the overall condition of our parishes on the North American conti-

nent. We have, over the last twenty years or so, been losing members
at the rate of about ten percent per year. Membership roles at the par-
ish, diocesan or national Church levels are in decline, and yet we do not
seek to change the way we are doing things.

Remember: If we keep doing what we’re already doing, we're
going to keep getting what we’ve already got. We must constantly
be aware of what we may be—or may not be—doing that is affecting our
Church’s health and therefore growth. But if we are looking to change
the way we do things, let’s remember that Christianity is fundamentally
about change.

So what can be done? Here are a few suggestions:

1. "Denial is not just a river in Egypt.” If your parish is in decline, face
up to it and admit it. Nothing is worse for parish health than the
rejection of the very reality — not to mention consequences - of par-
ish problems.

2. Be open to new ideas. Many well-meaning Orthodox Christians think
that we Orthodox do not need advice, counsel or training from any-
body or any group that is not Orthodox. However, many non-
Orthodox groups have a wealth of experience that we can tap into,
experiences that may mirror our own and thereby offer us examples,
corollaries and analogies to our own problems.

3. Seek help from those who can offer it, and learn from those who can
teach it. This can come from laity or clergy who can offer help,



counsel and advice in the area of Church growth and parish revitali-
zation, especially laity or clergy - or groups who specialize in this
field — who can offer training, mentoring and coaching in leading
change in the Orthodox parish.

4. Be patient. When you start the process of change, don't expect a
quick fix. If your parish is in decline, it probably has taken a while
to get to the point that has motivated the change. It will take a
while to reverse that decline (be prepared for a five to seven year
period) and start growing your parish again.

5. Trust your priest. The Grace of the Holy Spirit has been given to
your priest in a very particular way. He has the charism to lead your
church. Pray for him, and trust him that he may have some answers
to some of the parish’s problems, even if they are not the kind of
answers you wanted to hear.

6. Trust the laypersons in your parish who are called to this minis-
try. Evangelism is a gift of the Holy Spirit that is not given just to
the clergy. There may be laymen and laywomen in your parish who
have this gift and who know what needs to be done to get the mes-
sage of Orthodox Christianity out.

Xearumumycs auuwe xpecmom
Xpucmosum!

3BigKu niwaa Tpaanliss HOCUTU Ha rpyasx
306pakeHHs1 xpecTa? Yu iCHyorTb LHEPKOBHI
npasunia HOCiHHS HaTiJIbHUX iIKOHOK Ta
XxpectukiB? Yomy aeski 3 Tux, sKi NpogarTbCs y
I0OBEJTIpDHUX Mara3mHax, BBa>KaroTbCsl
HEKaHOHIYHUMN. I un moxe 6yTn xpectmk abo
IKOHKa HeKaHOHIYHUMU?

«b0 C/710BO Npo XpecT — r/7yrnoTta
TUM, Lo rnornbarTb, a 4718 Hac, Lo
criacaemocsi, cuna boxa»

(I Kop. 1,18).

Lnmn cnosamu anocton Naeno HaBiku 3akapbyBaB 3Ha4YeHHS
XPECHOro 3HaMEHHS AN KOXHOro Bipylo4oro B BUKYMHUM
noasur Xpucrta Cnacutens. XpecT, skuii ana espeis 6yB
CMMBOJIOM raHbbu, a enniHam BMrNa4as Aypolwamm, nicns
Toro, Ak Cnacutensb Haw Icyc Xpucroc 3BepLIMB Ha HbOMY
TAEMHULIO HALWIOro CrnaciHHs, CTas BUAUMUM BTiNIEHHAM
nob6osi Boxoi o Hac - rpiwHukiB (1 Kop.1:22).

Lie He nuwe NeBHUN iICTOPUYHWUI CMMBOJI, KW Haragye Ham npo noaii
Benukoi MN'aTHuui. Lle Te, Wo peanbHO 3MiHUIO HALle XWUTTS, Hadano
MOMY CMpaBXHH Lisib Ta 3Ha4yeHHs. BigTak, i3 nepworo aHa Bxoay
noavHu B LlepkBy nig yac TaiHCTBa XpeLeHHs, | 40 caMoi JOMOBUHN TU
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MOrMAN Ha KNafoBuLLi, 306paxeHHs cBATOro XpecTa € ii NoCTinHMM
CynyTHUKOM. OfHI€l0 3 HaAaBHIWNX XPUCTUAHCBKUX TpaauLUil, €
TpaAuList HOCIHHS BipylOUMMKM Ha rpyasX XpecTnka ym iKOHOK.

Aewo 3 icTopii HOCIHHA HarpyAHUX XpecTiB

Meplwi 3ragkn Npo HarpyaHi XxpecTn 3ycTpivyaemo we B ceaTuTens IoaHa
30110TOYCTOro, IKMN B OAHOMY 3i CBOIX MOBYaHb CBApPUTb TUX XIHOK, AKi
04AratTb Ha HOBOHApPOAXEHUX HEMOBAT MarivyHi aMyneTn 3amicTb
cnacuTesibHoro 306paxeHHs CBATOro Xxpecrta FocnogHboro. HaToMmicTb,
ceaTuTenb Fpuropin Benvknini nocnae uapuui naHrobapais ®eogeniHai
ABa MefdanbnoHn 3 306paxeHHsaM po3n’aTTa. IHWKMM noasaM BiH YacTo
rnocunas XpPecTu ANS HOCIHHA Ha rpyasx.

B AkTtax VII BceneHcbkoro cobopy 3ragyetbcs npo MydeHuka lMpokonis
(+303), akuii nocTpaxkaas 3a npasBniHHA [liokneTiaHa. BiH HOcMB Ha wwni
XPecCT MONOBUHY CPibHMIA, @ NOIOBUHY 30/10TUA. TaKk CaMO HOCUB XPeCTuK
My4deHuK BOiH OpecT (+304) (Ame.IV AkT.)

CyyacHi eNNCKONCbKI naHarii Ta XpecTun CBALWEHUKIB € 6U3bKMMKN
poAnYamMm HeBENMUYKNX iIKOHOK Boropoauui Un XpecTiB, sIKi 4YacTo HOCUN
Ha cobi XpUCTMSAHM Neplmnx BikiB. OgHaK, Y AaBHUHY, XPECTUKU UM
iKOHKW — eHKononioHn — Manu 6inblw cknaaHy 6yaoBy. BoHu 6ynun
cyTTeBO binbloro po3mipy, BcepeanHy ssknx sbynosysanu abo MoLui
cBaATUX, abo yacTnukm npocdopu. LilepkoBHi iCTOpmMKK 3ayBaxytoTb, LWLO
noAibHa Tpaauuisa npuirwna Ao YkpaiHu 3 BisaHTii, pa3oM i3 xpelweHHAM
Pycn-YkpaiHu B cBaTy lpaBocnaBHy Bipy.

EHkonnioHn KuiBcbkoi PycCi HanexaTb A0 BEINKOi rpynu naMm’aTHUKIiB —
3BaHUX MigAHUM NUTTAM. 306paxKeHHS Ha XpecTax He € Pi3HOMaHITHUM.
HanuacTiwe 306paxyBanuca — [liea OpaHta abo Oauritpis (boromartip) 3
oAHoro 6oky, i Po3n’atTa 3 iHworo 6oky (nnMuboBa cTtopoHa). IHoai
306paxkeHHs BboromaTepi 3aMiHIOBaNoOCs, BEIMKMM BOCbMUKYTHUM
xpectoM. Mo KiHusax 306pa)yBanncs pisHi CBATI, KPiM rpynu XpecTiB i3
306paxeHHaM ceATUX Bopuca i Miba.

Yn icHYOIOTb LLlepKOBHiI NpaBuJia HOCiHHSA HaTiI/IbHUX iKOHOK Ta
XpecTukiB?

300p0OBUIN FNy34 MiAKa3y€e HE HOCUTU Ha OAHIM HUTLI YM NaHLOXKY
OEKiNbKa pi3HMX XpecTuKiB Yn MeaanbnoHiB. Lle He npukpaca Ta He
aMyneT, a CBALWeHHa piy. caMe TOMY Ba>/IMBO, W06 HaTINbHUX XpPeCcTuK
6yB Ha Hac NOCTINHO, HaBiTb Nig Yac TOro, K MM KynaeMOCs Yu LOCb
pobumo.

Bneplie XpecTnk oaarac€TbCca Bipyo4yoMy Mif Yac CBATOro XpeLeHHs,
OAHaK He BapTO HajaBaTu came TOMY, NepLIOMYy XPeCcTMKY 0Co6nMBOro
3Ha4yeHHs. MNpu noTpebi, noro B 6yab-IKMIN MOMEHT MOXHa 3aMiHUTWU Ha
iHWWA.

HWHi UepKOBHUI €TUKET NPUNMUCYE HOCUTU XPECTUKM MUPSHAM NULLE Ha
Tini, He 3o045raym NoBepx oaexi. Jimwe CBAWEHNKM Ta ENUCKONN
MOXYTb HOCUTUK XpecT abo naHarito NoBepx pPsACU UM NigpACHUKA.
XpecTuk Ans HOCIHHSA Ha WKni MOXXHa nogapysaTtu 6/M3bKi 0AMHI —
poAaundy um ToBapuwy, Ansa Toro wob BiH, 6narogatTio Boxoto, obepiras



NIOAMHY Ha BCiX ii XUTTEBUX CTexkax. OaHak noTypbyiiTech npo Te, Wwob
npu LbOMY BiH BXe 6yB OCBAYEHWI.

fikoro surnsapgy mae 6ytu

HaTi/IbHUI XpecTuk?

IcTopis BMKOpUCTaHHA 306paxeHHs
XpecTHOro 3HaMeHHs HaA3BMYaNHO AABHS
Ta 6araTorpaHHa. Y pi3HMX MicLueBOCTSAX
6ynun cBoi, ocobnusi TpaanUinHi
“Xpectnkn” — BigNoBiAHO A0 MicusA Ta Yacy
BMUIOTOBJIEHHSA. TpaanuiiHUn
NpaBOCNABHWUIA HaTINIbHUN XpecT Mae€
BOCbMUKOHe4YHYy dopMy. BigTak, obmupatoum
B MarasuHi Yn LLepPKOBHil naBui cobi HOBUI
XpecTuk, nepenycim 3septanTe yBary Ha
Te, wob BiH 6yB NpaBubHOI,
BOCMMKOHEYHOI (POpMU: 3BEPXY MasieHbka
nepeknaaunHa (i3 Haagnucom ), Aani ogHa
Bennka (Ha pyku), a NoTiM — HaBCKiCHe 306paXXeHHs, Ha SKoMy 6ynu
npubuti npeuncti Horn Cnacutens. He BaXx/JIMBO 3 IKOro MaTtepiany,
KOLITOBHOIO Y/ He KOLWITOBHOIro noro 6yno 3pobneHo — Hanneplwe ue
CMMBOJ1 HaLLOT Bipwn.

Y cepefHi BikM KaTo/NMUbKa LepKBa noyasa WNMPOKO BUKOPUCTOBYBATH
306paxeHHs xpecTa, Ha akoMy CnacuTenb 306paxeHui CTpaxkaarounm, a
MOro MyKu Ta CTpa)kaaHHsi 0Co6MBO MiAKPECAOTLCS I BUXOAATb Ha
nepwuin nnaH coxety. NoMiTHa Bara Tina, ke NPoOBMCAE Ha BUTATHYTUX
pyKax, Ha ronoBi — TEpPHOBWUI BiHELb, FOCTPi KOMHOUYKKN SIKOTO
HEMWNOCEPAHO KONATb YO0, @ ABi HOrM NpnbuTi ogHMM UBSAXOM. Lle
6e3nigctaHe HOBOBBBEAEHHS 3'ABUIOCS HE paHile KiHua TPUHaausaToro
CTONITTS.

HaToMicTb, npaBocnaBHe 306paxxeHHs po3inaTTa akUeHTYE yBary
6oromosbLiB He CTiIbKK Ha MyKax Cnacutens, CKilbKu npopoye CBia4nTb
npo MarbyTHo cnaBy Bockpecnoro bora, NMoro CnaBy Ta BiuHy nepemory
nobpa Haa 3n0M. Y HaaaBHINWIM ikoHorpadidHii Tpagmui Cnacurtens
3aBXaun 306paxkaBCcsl 0AHOYACHO i po3iNsATUM, | NEPEMOXLIEM CMEPTI.
BiaTak, obupatoun cobi HOBMIN XpECTUK MpaBOCNaBHi BipytoYi MOBUHHI
nparHyTM HOCUTU Takuin, LLO HE CynepevnTb gormaTuui Llepkeu Ta He
CNOTBOPHOE OCHOB BipW.

LLlo Tpe6ba 3HaTK NpPoO OCBAYEHHA?

HoBsuit, wolriHo NnpmuabaHmnin XpecTuK HanexuTb OCBATUTU. NS uboro
HeobXxiAHO MiginTn A0 CBsiLEeHMKa B xpaMi neped abo nicnsg 6orocnyxiHHSA
Ta NONpoCUTN MOro npo ue. BiH NOMOAUTLCS Had HUM, YnTaroum ocobnmei
MOJSIUTBN Ha OCBSAYEHHS Ta OKPOMUTb XPECTUK CBATOK BOAOK. 3 TOr0O Yacy
XPEeCcTMK He NPOCTO KOLWTOBHA NpuKpaca, ane i Bawa ocobucra CBATUHS.
3HanAeHUM YyXnin XpecTuk MoxHa 36epiratn BAoMa, HOCUTU CaMOMy UK
Big4aTu TOMY, XTO MOro HeMae. YyTku Npo Te, WO Yy>XXUIN XPecTmK
“nepenac” noraHy o0 NonepeaHbOro BAacHuka € 6e3nigcraBHUM
MapHOBIPCTBOM. 'OCNoAb KOXHOMY AA€ BAACHUN XUTTEBUIN XPECT, i
nepeaaTn KOMyCb CBilA, Y/ B3ATU B KOTOCb YYyXXUN MW HE MOXEMO.



BaxxnMBO nam’aTaTu, WO 3HAWAEHUI XPECTUK Nepes HOCIHHAM crig
060B'SI3KOBO OCBATUTM MOJIUTBOIO CBSILLEHMKA.

Mpo “HekKkaHOHIYHI"” XpecTukm

XpecT — HaA3BWYaMHO APEBHIl CMMBOJI, WO iCHYBaB 3a40Bro A0
XpuctusHcTea. TOMy, 30BCiM He AMBHO, WO MO0 MO BUKOPUCTOBYBATH
(HagawumM MOMy NMpuU LUbOMY BNIACHOI iHTEpnpeTauii) an iHWKUX Tpaauuin
Ta BipyBaHb, WO He BipyloTb Y NpaBamBoro bora. IHoai MoxHa nobauunTu,
WO B KPpAaMHULAX NpoAalTb XPEeCTUKMU HAaNAUBHIWOiI hopMn — “KiHOUI”
ONS HOCIHHA Ha rpyAsiX, NepcHi UM HaBiTb CepexKn. 3BiCHO, BipytOuMM
nasM Taki BUpobu cnig oMMHaTK, BBaXakuu LWe OAHMM CBiAYEHHAM
NIOACBKOro 3abnya)eHHs Ta rpixa.

Opsratoum Ha cebe xpectuk abo ociHAuUM cebe XpeCHUM 3HaMEeHHSM,
noanHa BiAKPpUTO 3acBigvye CBOK Bipy B cuiy CBATOro ta XXMBOTBOPUYOro
XpecTta ['ocnogHboro, yepes KUK pig NIo0ACBKUIA OTpMMaB cnaciHHA. Mu
3acBigYYEMO UMM, WO NPUMNMAEMO CMUPEHHO Ta 6e3 HapikaHb
NPUroToBNAEHUN AN Hac Bia Focnocnoaa BAacHWUIA XUTTEBUIA XPECT, SKUN
Hanbinble BignNoBiAae Hawil cuni, i HAMbiNbLW CNpUAE came HaloMy
CnaciHH©. M1 BUCNOBAKEMO CBOIO 3rogy Ha ocobucTy cnisnpauto 3
XpucTtom y cnpasi Haworo cnaciHHs. A ToMy, 306pa)xeHHs1 XxpecTa
FocnogHbOro Ta po3inaATTs — Hal MOCTIMHMX CYNYTHUK BUAMMUN — 6ins
cepus XpuUCTUsiHa Ta HEBUAMMUIA — Y CaMOMY cepui.

"A g9 He 6axkato xBannTucs, xiba Tiibkn xpecTtom [ocrioga
Haworo Icyca Xpucrta, AKum 4718 MEHE CBIT po3r’saTuii i s
475 cBity” (Fan.6:14).

HE >KAPTYHUTE 3 THUABOJIOM!
Beceae c6amo xean106iH, 6UABAAEMDBCA,
Mae camaHuHCcvke MiorpyHms

HanepepoaHi pyMo-KaTONMUBLKOro npasHuka Bcix cBaTUX Mano He uine
3axigHe cycninbCcTBO, 0CO6/IMBO @aHIIOMOBHI KpaiHM, OXOME ANBHA
aTMocdepa: noam, Ao Toro, 34aBanocs
6, uinkom 6naronpuCcToriHi,
HapsaaxarTbcsa y 6puaknin oasr,

HaTAryTb Mackn NoTBOp, yNupis,
6icis, mepuiB, pobnaTb i3 rapbysis
onyjaana, 3anasnaiym BCcepeanHi HUx °

CBiUKM, i TaK i3 KpUKaMu 11 Bepeckamm,
TaHUKOYM ANKI TaHUi, X048Tb Big XaTu
110 XaTV, BAMAraioun NOYACcTyHKy. Lie — We do not celebrate Halloween
XeNNoBiH, MPOCTO po3Bara, NPOCTO Please do not knock

CBOEPIAHWUI KapHaBas, NpocTo
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«BigipBaTMCb NO MOBHIM Nporpami», Hy WO X TyT Takoro? [ekinbka pokis
TOMY Lie CBATO HECTPUMHUX BECESOLLIB
CTano NpoHWKaTU M A0 Hac,
nepeBaKxHO B CTYAEHTCbKe
cepeposuue. Ta, BUABASETLCS,
XeNNOBiH — He WO iHWe K CBATO
HEYUCTOT CUNM...

Y nepuwi cToniTTa Hawoi epun
BpuTaHCbKi OCTPOBU 1 YaCTUHY
TenepiwHboi OpaHUii Hacensanm
KenbTu. Konu BoHn 6ynu we
A3NYHMKAMN, TO NOKIOHANNCSA
6araTtbom 6oram, 3okpema 6orosi
cmepTi 1 TempsaBu CamxaiHy. HoBui
pik BOHW CBATKYBaaN 3 HAaCTaHHSAM
XO0MoAiB — Y HiY i3 31 »OBTHSA Ha 1 nncTonaga, Wo CMMBOI3yBano CMepTb
npupoawn. Lle ceato 6yno npuypoyeHo CamxaiHy. HanepenoaHi apyian
(kenbTCbKi xepui) 06xoannun BCi MOMELWKaHHSA, racunnM AOMallHi BOrHi Ta
rpoMaacbki 6aratra. A y CBATO 3anasntoBann BeneTeHCbKi KocTpuLa, Ha
AKUX BUMHSASIN XXEPTBU KHA3IO0 TEMPSABU, NOBENTENIO CMepTi. [laBHi KenbTu
Bipnnu, wo konmn CamxaiHa BAAETbCA BAOBOSILHUTKU, TO BiH BianycKae ayuwi
nomMepnux rnobauymTucs Ui€i HoYi 3 XXKMBUMK poanYaMn, ane ans uboro
X1BMM Tpeba nepeoAsarHyTMCS B MepTBUX. 3BIACK 1 3BUYaAl pSaANTUCA
cKenetamu, BOBKyfnakamu, pycankamu... 3eigcu 1 3Bm4an i3 rapbysa - a B
OABHUHY i 3 iHWNX OBOYIB — BUroToBAATK Nofoby yepena, y akum
BCTaB/IATU CBiYKY. 3BIiACK W 3BUYA XOAUTU OCENSIMU, BUMArawum
rocTuHuiB, — 60 nomepnunx Tpeba 3anobptoBat, abm BoHM He Hakoinn 6igwn.

FepMaHCbKi NeMeHa aHrau i cakcm 3aBoloBasnn BiNbliCTb KENbTCbKUX
3eMesib, YCi NPUAHANN XPUCTUSIHCTBO, 3HUKNN Apyian. Ane, siK i B Hac Ha
Pyci-YKpaiHi, nepexuTKiB 3n4YHULTBA 3aJMLWKMUN0CS A4OBOAI, cepen HUX i
CBATO Ha yecTb 6ora cmepTi. LWo6 BMKOPiHMTYK Le 310, LlepkBa B TMX Kpasx
yCTaHOBM1A Ha Len AeHb XPUCTUSIHCbKE TOpXecTBO Bcix cBaTux (y Hac, y
CxigHin Llepksi, Bcix cBaTMX npunagae Ha nepwy HeAinto nicnga Tpinui).
MpoTe Le He Mano AOCTaTHbLOIO yCMiXy: MapHOBIPHI N0An, NiA toAXKeHI
6icammn, 3HyLWaAnNCa 3 XpPUCTUSIHCbKOIo Npa3sHuKa, nepecnigysanm Tux
CnpaBXHiX XpUCTUSH, KOTpi He 6pann y4dacTi B Mpakobicci. ba 6inbLue:
CaMy Ha3BY XPUCTUAHCBKOrO CBATa XensoBiH, WO NepBicCHO 03Ha4vano -
KaHyH OHS Bcix cBATUX, TEMHWUIA Nto4 NEPEHIC Ha BlWaHyBaHHSA CamxaiHa,
TO06TO caTaHu.

3BiCHO, 3 YaciB paHHbOro CepeaHbOBIYYS A0 HaWKMX AHIB 6araTo Yoro
3MiHMNocA. Bxe HixTo He npukinkae CaMxaiHa, CTpallHe A3UYHULbKE
CBSITO MEPETBOPUIIOCS Ha NPa3HMK BecenowiB. Ane 4M He NPUCYTHIN BiH
npu LbOMY, OTOM KHSA3b TbMU? TpUCYTHIN. 3a iHpopMaLieo AMepnKaHCbKOi
MNpaBocnaBHOi LlepkBuM, caTaHiCTM BCiX MacTemn, pisHOWeEpPCTi Maru i Yapoaii
BUXOASATb TIi€l HOYi HE NPOCTO NOPO3BaXaTuUCb, a BLUAHYBaTK caTaHy.
MouacTiwann MOTOPOLLHI 3BICTKM MPO pUTyasbHi NOACHKI
XXEePTBOMPUHOLIEHHSA: BUKPAAEHUX AITEN | XPUCTUSHCbKNX CBSILLLEHUKIB
ybnBaloTb came y Becene CBATO XE//I0BiH.

OcTaHHIMK poKaMu XennoBiH i3 AeXPUCTUAHI30BaHOI cynepnibepanbHol



€Bponu i AMepuKuM CTaB NPOHMKATU 1 A0 HAC, Y KpaiHy, fKa e He
oayxana nicng 6inbloBNLBbKOT AeXPUCTUSHI3aUil. Yn x Mano HaMm
CNOB’SIHCbKMX S3UYHULbBbKUX MNEPEXUTKIB — YCiX TUX BOPOXiHb Ha AHApIs i
BOrHuw, Ha IsaHa? Lo nia BMrnaaom possaru 3'9BUN0OCS Ha CTYAEHTCbKMX
AVCKOTeKax i B eniTapHMX pecTopaHax y Hiu Ha Bcix cBatux? Auasona He
Tpeba KIMKaTK Ha iM'a, BiH caM NOKBanNUTbCS TYAW, 3BiAKM MPOraHaoTb
Bora.

...Ha paHok HacTae aeHb Bcix cBaTux. Lle npa3Hmnk PnuMcbko-KaTonmubKoi
LlepkBu, ane cepea HUx € 6arato yrogHukiB BoXnx, SKnMx BLUAHOBYE i
MpaBocnaBHa LlepkBa. Ti, XTO po3BaxaBcCs Liny Hi4, He MAYTb Hi 4O
MpaBOCNaBHOIo XpaMy, Hi A0 KATO/IMLBbKOro, — BiACUMAKTLCA. XTO X
rnepemMir Uboro pasy B iXHix Agywax?

A>xepeno: BoiMHCbKI enapxianbHi BifOMOCTi

All Saints or Halloween

“Finally brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, what-
ever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report...
meditate on these things...and the God of peace will be with
you.” (Philippians 4:8,9)

“"Hallow” is an ancient form of "holy,” and "een-even” means "eve,” thus
Halloween is the eve of all saints. As celebrated in America, it recalls an
ancient pagan religion brought from England, having originated from the
Celtic end-of-harvest festival of the
dead. Imagine explaining it to a visi-
tor from another land who never
heard of it.

Let us agree that it can be fun trick-or
-treating under proper supervision,
children enjoy dressing in costume,
and they like taking part in what all
others are doing. They are affected by
social customs, especially when very
young. That in itself is positive. How-
ever, I find it lacking in the attributes
that St. Paul lays out for Christians as
he described what those in Christ will
enjoy. "Whatever things are true” ex-
cludes the goblins, witches, vampires
and all the spooky fantasies that char-
acterize the Halloween creatures. I find it odd that our society even
turns the actual bishop of what is now a seaport of Turkey, the holy
Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker, into a figure of fantasy so incredible
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that even the little children find it hard to believe in him. In Christ, he
lives and hears our prayers along with all the saints in God’s Kingdom.

“"Whatever things are noble.” We know and teach our children that they
are of a royal priesthood, raised to honor themselves with self-respect
and dignity. How does it help to dress them in grotesque costumes and
frighten others or to be scared and humiliated? To be dignified, decent,
and polite is the attribute of one made in the image of God. We realize
there are examples of bullying, brutality, mocking and disgraceful be-
havior in our schools and neighborhoods, but that cannot be acceptable
behavior for Orthodox Christian young people.

"Whatever things are pure.” What must parents and our church people
do to protect and preserve the innocence of our children? They are bap-
tized into a holiness that is spiritually protected by the power and pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit for as long as they choose to keep themselves
pure and free from all that is wrong, wicked, wild and worthless. Temp-
tations will come and it is difficult, but not impossible, to preserve them
from surrendering to the forces of iniquity.

“"Whatever things are lovely.” Here I take exception to the sheer maca-
bre grotesque presentation of ugliness in so many variations, and I ask
once again—what is the purpose of it all? Perhaps it may be justified as
a way to encourage pity on all creatures that are disfigured, unattractive
and repulsive. Using the Divine Liturgy admonition to “/et us love one
another,” regardless of our beauty or lack of loveliness, nevertheless,
are we not in danger of losing the standard of splendor, grace, and ex-
cellence? Beyond mere cosmetics, what is a beautiful soul, and where
are we to set forth an arena where spiritual attractiveness is welcome? I
anguish over this significant matter, because our society is so filled with
banality, selfishness, and crass humiliation of those who would sweeten
our world with divine attributes that our Lord yearns for us to display.
The mocker, the cheater, the liar, the fraud—all seem to get ahead in a
society of sharp elbows who shove away the gentle, meek and kind.

"Meditate on these things,” the holy apostle advises. Think about them,
not just as a vague ideal, but consider how to instill such virtues into
our children, their families, and our church. “"And the God of peace will
be with you.” The supreme comfort and affirmation of all, which is ex-
pressed in the gracious attributes of those in Christ, is the peace of God
that passes all understanding, the very peace that is yours because you
are His.
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Niagara; Cross the Skyway Bridge; Exit at Red Hill Creek
Expwy; Turn right onto Barton; Take first light left to M O m
Woodward; Church is on the right at the first intersection, SEPTEMBER — DECEMBER 2017
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Over the last decade — and indeed, over the last two
millennia - perhaps no questions have
themselyes.mo
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REGISTRATION
Please complete one form per person

Please register me for the following seminars:

O Unrooted: Moves, Jobs, and Unlimited Choice
Fri,, September 22nd- Speaker: Fr. Geoffrey Korz

[ Cultivating A Healthy Gender Identity
Fri., October 27th - Speaker: Fr. Michael Camey

[ Anger & Arguments in the Christian Home
Fri., November 17th - Speaker: Fr Bohdan Hladio

[ The Demon of Noonday: Depression & Health
Fri., December 15th — Speaker: Fr. Geoffrey Korz

OMr. OMrs. OMiss O Ms. ORev. ODr.

Name:
Address:
OUR SPEAKERS oy
& | Prov: Postal Code:
Email:

How did you hear about the Institute?:
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PLEASE MAIL REGISTRATIONS TO:
The Orthodox Institute on the Family
c/o 10 Princip Street
Hamilton, Ontario L8W 2M3




REMEMBRANCE DAY
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Sundal
2:00pm/

Ukrainian Canadian Memorial Park

Scarlett Road, north of Eglinton Avenue West
Etobicoke, Ontario

1:30pm Veteran and “Vanguard” Marching Band Procession
from St. Demetrius Church, 135 La Rose Avenue to
the Cenotaph at Memorial Park on Scarlett Road

2:00 pm Memorial Service with “Orion” Male Choir

Wreath Laying at Monument

Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Toronto Branch
KoHrpec YkpaiHuis KaHaau - Biaaia TopoHto
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oh Foundation Ukrainian War Veterans Association of Canada ISTRy %
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VETERANS FUND & YkpaiHcbka Crpineubka [pomaaa Kanaam



