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21 aucmonada Coo6op Apxucmpamuza
Muxaina ma tHwux HeoecrHux Cua
oe3anaomHux

"AHresn Takui npo3opui, O 4YEpPe3 HbOro JIIETbCS Ha Hac i Aocsirae 4o
Hac cBiT/10 bo)XXxecTBeHHe... Yepe3 HUX MU Mi3HAaEMO He ix, a xuBoro bora,
Slkoro BoHu ni3Haan."

Cesitutenb Ipuropis Manama

Ponb aHrenies B peanisauii cnaciHHA NOACLKOrO poAy € BUHATKOBOLO.
CnoBo aHren, B nepeknagi 3 rpeubkoi, 03Ha4vYae€ BiCHUK. Lis iXHSA ponb
6yna nigTBepa)xeHa apxaHresnom FaBpuinom, skmn npuHic Aisi Mapii
pajicHy 3BiCTKY Npo Te, WO Big Hel HapoauTbca Cnacutenb CBITy.
HebecHi ayxu 6ynn ctBopeHi NocnoaoMm Lie A0 TBOPiHHSA CBITY
MaTepianbHoro. I konu Ha Hebi cTaBca 6yHT | [leHHnus (CaTaHa), pa3om 3
YaCTUHOIO aHrenis, BUpiWMB NoBCTaTU Ha bora, BipHi oMy aHrenun, Ha
yoni 3 apxictpatnurom Mmuxainom (apxictpaTtur - Ha4yaslbHUK aHrenbCbKOro
Bilicbka) cknHynu CaTtaHy y 6e304H10. 3 TMX Nip BiltHa MiX aHrenamm
LlapcTtBa Boxoro i aHrenamm TeMpsiBu He NPUMNUHSETLCS, | None Ui€i BiHM
- piA NHOACBKUIA.

B cborogHiwHin peHb [lMpaBocnaBHa LlepkBa BLIAHOBYE apxicTtpaTtura
Boxoro Muxaina pa3oMm 3 yciMm cobopom (Big cnosa 3ibpaHHSA) CBATUX
aHrenis.

CeaTkyBaTn cobop cBATMX aHrenis ceaTta LlepkBa ctana 3rigHO nepekasy
CBATMX OTUIB nMicng ToOro, $K BiAKWHYyNa CTapodaBHE HeyecTuBe
LIaHYBaHHA aHrenis, BCTAHOBJ/IEHE EPETUKAMM i iAONONOKIOHHUKaMM.

LLle B Ctapomy 3aBiTi, Konu noaun, Biactynuewu Big bora, TBopus cBoro,
CTanu MpUHOCUTK XEPTBU COHUI, Micsau, i 3ipkaMm, - BOHW CTanu
MOKNOHANNCS | MPUHOCUTM XEPTBU TAKOX i aHrenam. Mpo ue Tak ckasaHo
B kHu3i Lapcts: "kagunu Baany, cOHUK i Micauw i cy3ip'am, i BCbOMY
BOIHCTBY HebecHomy" (4 Lap. 32, 5).

Take Henpasw/ibHe WaHyBaHHSA aHresnis 6ys10 CMABHO NOWMpPeEHe 3a YaciB
CBSATUX anocCToNiB, OCKiNbKM Bynu aeski epeTnku, AKi yuymnu 3sepluyBaTtm
MOKOHIHHA aHresam Take X, sk Camomy bory.

Bynu i Taki €peTukun, gKi NponoBiAyBanu, WO aHrenu - TBOPLi BCbOro
BMAMMOro i, sk 6e3TinecHi, Buwi i 6inbw rigHi waHyBaHHA Camoro
Xpucta. ApxaHrena x Muxaina Ha3meanu 6orom espeis.

IHWi, wo 3arManncs 4aknyHCTBOM i 3BabnoBaHHSAM nogen, nig iM'am
aHrenis 3aknunkanu 6iciB i CAyXWUAn iM, Ha3MBaKUM iX aHrenamu.

Konu > Take HenpasBw/ibHE LWaHyBaHHA aHrenie 6yno ocyaxeHe, TO

BCT@HOBWIOCSA MpaBW/bHE LWaHyBaHHA iX - sk cayxurenie boxax i
XpaHuTesniB poay NOACbLKOro.



3riAHO AaBHbO-XPUCTUSAHCbKOMY LEPKOBHOMY
NMUCbMeHHUKY [ioHicito ApeonaruTty, Y4HIO
anocrtona Masna, YMHIB aHrenbCbKnx
Haniyyetbca AeB'aTb. Ll peB'sTb  uMHIB
aHrenbCbKMX pO3AiNdlTbCA Ha Tpu
iepapxii - KOXHOI MO TpU UYMHU - BULLY,
cepenHIo i HMUXYY.

Buwi u4yumHM - cepaduMn, XepyBuUMU i
npectonu. Y cepepHii iepapxii 3HaxoAsTbCs:
roCrnoAcCTBa, CUNM i BnacTi. Y HKMINA iepapxii
TaKoX TPWU UYWHWU: Hayana, apxaHrenm i
aHrenu.

Xo4ya No CBOEMY MOJIOXKEHHIO i MO AaHin BiA
bora 6narogati BCi UMHM MalTb pi3Hi
HaMMeHyBaHHS, NPOTEe MalTb BOHM 3arasjbHy
Has3BY - aHrenu.

CnyxXiHHA X iX pi3He i HeoAHaKoBe, i KOXeH YMH MAE CBOE BJlacHe
NpU3Ha4YeHHs, OCKiNbKN npeMyapuit TBopelb He BCiM O4HaKOBOK Mipolo
BigKkpMBae TaeMHuuUi CBOro Hamipy, ane Bi4 OAHWMX A0 IHWWUX, 4Yepe3
BULLMX OCBIYYE HWXYMX, BigkpuBawuu iM CBOK BOMO, AKY MNOBeNiBa€
BVMKOHYBaTW.

Hap BciMa BuweHa3BaBaHWMW AeB'ATbMa HebeCHWUMW uYMHaMU aHrenis
HayaNIbHMKOM i BOXXAEM nocTtaBsieHu borom cBsiTuMi apxicTpaTur
Muxain, 9K BipHUI cnyxuTtenb Boxun.

Take o06'€egHaHHSA CBATUX aHrenis, Ha 4oni 3 ApxaHrenoMm Mwuxainom,
oaepxano im's Cobopy aHresibCbKOro, OCKiJlbKM BOHM pa3oM i
oaHoronocHo cnaenatek OTus, i CuHa, i Ceatoro lyxa, - Cearty Tpinyo.

A>xepeno: Bonoanmup-BonunHCbKa enapxis

Ipuuacms: wo ye make
ma a2k wacmo npuuawamuca?

Lllo Take Mpuuacra?

FonosHe TaiHCTBO lMpaBocnaBHOI LilepkBuK, 3a 4ONOMOroK SIKOro
XPUCTUSAHN NOEAHYIOTLCA i3 FocnoaoM IcycoM XpUCTOM vepes npuyacTs
WMoro Tina i Kposi nig Burnagom xni6a i BuHa. 3a €BaHreniem, ue
3anosigas pobutn Cam Icyc. MNepLwi XpUCTUSAHK, 3a CBIAOLTBOM KHUI
HoBoro 3aBiTy, 3 camoro no4aTky 36mpanuncs woHeaini gns
“npenomneHHsa xniba” - Tak B AaBHUHY Hasueanu lMpuyacTs.

3a TiyMadeHHsM ceaTutensa IoaHHa 3naTtoycta, Tino Xpuctose, ke Mu
npuirMaemo y ceatomy lNpuyacTi, € TM camum Tinom Icyca Xpucra, wo
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CTpax4ano Ha XpecTi, Bockpecno Ta 6ysi0 BO3HeCeHOo
Ha Heb6o, a KpoB XpucrtoBa — Ti€l X caMoto, WO
6yna nponuta 3apaan cnaciHHs CBITy.

Hasiwo npunyawatuca?

MpuyacTa € TalHCTBOM, AIKE NMOEAHYE XPUCTUSAH

peanbHo i3 borom. B wocTin rnasi €saHrenis Big,

IoaHHa Icyc XpucTtoc po3nosigae npo Cebe sk npo

Xni6 xntra:
" — xs1i6 XuBui, 11J0 3 HEGAE 3ikLLIOB: XTO
ictume yen xni6, 6yae Xutu BiYHO; a xJ1ib,
koTporo S gam, € lnote Mosi, KoTpy A Biggam
3a XUTTS CBITY. ICTUHHO, ICTUHHO Kaxy Bam: .
AKLo He bygete ictu rnioti CuHa JIln4CbKoro i nutu Kposu Horo,
TO He byaete matu B cobi xntrs. A XTo icTb Moto 17107k i n’e Moo
KpoB, mae xutrsi BidyHe, | 1 BOCKpeLuy #oro oCtaHHbOro 4Hs, 60
10Tk Mosi cripaBgi € ixxa, i kKpoB Mosi cripaBgi € nuTBo. XTO iCThb
Moro ot i n'e Moo kpoB, y MeHi nepebyBae, i 1 — B HboMy. SK
nocnaB Mene xuBuii Oteub, i A xuBy OTLEM, TaKk caMo i TOH, L0
ictb MeHe, xunutn 6yae MHorw”.

3a cnosamu ceaTuTens loaHHa damackina, Tino i Kpos Xpuctosu
OYNLLYIOTb IIOANHY Bif YCINIAKOI CKBEPHW Ta BiAraHAOTbL ycsaKe 3N10. Mu
CTAEMO “rpmuyacHmkamm boxxectsa”, Ak nuwie cB. anocTon leTtpo,
“cBoiMn” gns bora, Mloro HapoaoM. B Ton caMmii yac MM NOEAHYEMOCS i
OAWH 3 OAHUM,
"TOMy Lo yCi MU, O MPUYaLLaEMOCh Bif EAMHOIO xsiba, CTaEMo
EANHUM TiZIOM XpUCTOBUM, EAMHOIO KPOB'IO i YaeHaMu oanH
oaHoro”,
nuwe JamackiH, nepedpa3syroun cnosa 3 nociaHHa anocrona Masna ao
EdecsH.

B HoBomy 3aBiTi LlepkBa boxa, To6TO 3i6paHHS YCiX XpUCTUSIH,
Ha3meaeTbcsa TinoM XpuctosuM. byTtu B Llepksi Icyca Xpucrta MoxHa
TiNbKKM Yepe3 peanbHe NOoeAHaHHS i3 HuM, To6To yepes MpuyacTs.
MpuyawaTncs KoH4ye HeobxigHo Ans Toro, Wob cnacTncs i MaTh XUTTS
BiyHe. A)Ke CnaciHHA y NMpaBoOC/IaBHOMY XPUCTUAHCbKOMY CBIiTOrNSa4i —
He 30BHIWHSA NoAis Ans nianHn (Ha KWTanT 3MiHW rHiBy Boxoro Ha
MWAICTb), @ BHYTPILLUHE NEPEPOAXEHHS, 34aTHICTb JIANHN XUTU B
noBHOTI /110608 | 671aroaati Yepes rnoeaHaHHs i3 Cammm borom.

[AocToHO i HeAOoCTONHO
"XT0 6yae ictu xni6 yes, abo nutmnme yaiuy ocrnogHro
HeAoCToMHO, MaTume npoBuHy rnepes Tinom i Kpos'to ocriogHimu.
Hexari e gocnigxye cebe nwoagnHa, i TakuM YMHOM Hexan icTb Bifg
x1i6ba yboro i n‘e 3 yawi uiei., 6o XTo icThb i N’€e HEAOCTOMHO, TOM
icTb i n’e ocya cobi, He po3mipkoBytoym ripo Tino ocrnogHe. Och
YOMY rOMiXK BamMy 6arato HeEMIYHUX | XBOPUX, | YumMasao nomupae”

- Tak nuuwe an. MNasno B 11 rnasi lNMepworo nocnaHHa 40 KOPUHTSH.

[o MpuuacTta Tpeba nigxoamTn CBIZAOMO, PO3YMilOUK, LLO XoAHa NtoanHa y

CBITi He € rigHoto Toro, wobwu npuiiHaTK Tino i Kpos camoro bora.

3a 31aToyCTOM, JOCTOMHE MPUYacTsi — Take, 110 CyrnpoOBOAXYETbCA



AYXOBHUM TperneToMm i rapsiqoro /1060810, BipoK y peasibHy rnpucyTHICTb
Xpucra B CBsitux [apax 1a yCBiJOM/IEHHSIM BE/INYI CBSTUHI.

Onsa Toro, wobu BunpobysaTtn CBOIO COBICTb Nepes cBATUM lNpunyacTam,
XPUCTUAHU CMOBIAYIOTb MPpixu. He MoXxHa niaxoaAnTn Ao Yawi y cTaHi
CMepTHOro rpixa, Hanpuknaga, nicna abopTy, BiABIAMH rafjasnku,
nepentoby 4m XuByuu y T.3B. “UMBINbHOMY WNO6i”. Taki rpixv BuMaratoTb
LMPOro NOKasiHHA Ta BUMPABJIEHHS XWUTTS, TiSIbKWU TOAI MOXIMBE
Mpuyacta. Cnoeiab nepea MNpuyacTaM — He TinbkKn 6arodyectnsa
Tpaguuisl, a n peasbHa gonomora atAMHI ouncTuTmca. o Toro X, ue
MOXNMBICTb 6e3nocepeaHbO MOCNINKYBATUCH i3 CBALLEHWUKOM MNPO
HalronoBHiwe.

Onsa Toro, wob npuyacTuTmcs, Takox Tpeba nepebysaTn B MUpi 3 yCiMa
noabMU, NPUHaAKMHI He MaTh 6aXKaHHS MOMCTUTUCA. Y CTaHi BOPOXHeYi
UM HEHaBUCTI NPUNHATU TATHCTBO HEMOXMBO. ocnoab Icyc Xpucroc
CKasas:
“SKLo ™ npuHocuL 40
JKEPTOBHUKA Aap TBik i
Tam npuragacl, uo é6part
TBIiM LLOCb MA€E CyrnpoTu
Tebe, 3anum gap TBiv
nepes XepToBHUKOM, |
nigun, noMmpucs rnepLue 3
6patom TBOIM, i BigTak
npuian v ripuHecu Aap

A4

cBin”,

flk yacTo npuyawiaTuca?

CaM uuH niTyprii, Ha aKin
0CBAYYOTbCA X/i6 i BUHO,
npaBuTbCA 419 TOro, wobwu
npUYacTUNnCs yci, XTo NnpuiiMae
y4yacTb Y UbOoMYy 60rocnyxiHHi. B
NiTyprii MOXyTb 6YTU NMLLE YYAaCHUKM, | HE MOXYTb — rngaadi. YyacTb y
NiTyprii Ta npu4yacTs, Ha Xanb, cTanu “iHAnBiIAYyanbHOK"” cnpaBoto
KOXHOro XpUCTUsiHMHA, BTiM, Hacnpasai Le € cnpaBolo 3aranbHot, 60
noxoAanTb 3 caMoi cyTHoCTI LlepkBu. CninibHe npuyacTs yCix BipsH 3a
niTyprieto 6yno HacTiNIbkKn CaMOOYEBUAHUM, O YXUNEHHS Big LUbOro
NPpUHUMNY pO3rNafacTbCs Y LEPKOBHUX KaHOHaX SK BignadiHHA Bifg
LiepkBu: “Ycix BipsiH, L0 BX0A4SATb 4O LUEPKBU Ta CIyXarTb MMCAHHS, azae
He rnepebyBaroTb Ha MOJIMTBI Ta CBATOMY MPUYAaCTi 40 KiHUS, K TaKux, Lo
pobisTe 6e34nHHS, Tpeba Biaiy4yaTu Bif CrisIKyBaHHS LLEPKOBHOMo”, —
roBopuTbcsa y 9-my AnocTtonibCbkoMy npasuni. A npasuno 80 LWocTtoro
BceneHcbkoro cobopy roBopuTb, WO Ti, XTO 6€3 noBaXXHOi NPUUYMHK He
npuyactmnmcsa 3 Heaini nocninb, cami cebe akTUYHO Bignyunnu Big
LlepkBu.

BapTo nparHyTv Toro, wobu npuyawaTmca yCsakui pas, Koaum npmxogmmo
Ha niTyprito. MNo4YyTTa HEAOCTOMHOCTI — He NpuBIg AN TOro, wobwu
yxunatucs Big Mpuyacta. Ocb WO nmMcas 3 LUbOro npmeoay nNpenosobHuin
IoaHH KacisH:
"Mu He noBuHHI yxunsatucs Big lNpuyactsi [0crnogHboro 3
MpUYUHM TOro, O YCBIAOMIIKOEMO cebe rpiluHuKamMm,; npoTe Le



6inbLue v 6inbLlue 3i criparot noTpibHo nocniwaTtu 40 HbOro 4715
JIIKYBaHHS AyLWi Vi OYNLLYEHHS AyXY, BTiM, 3 TAKUM CMUPEHHSIM
Ayxy ¥ Biporo, 106, BBaxaroum cebe HegOCTOMHUMU MPUAHSTTS
Takoi 6narogati, mu 6axkanun 6isibLue JiKiB A4/7151 Halwmnx paH. A
iHaKkLwe i pa3 Ha piKk He MOXHAa OCTOUHO MPUNHSATU PUYacTs, siK
AEXTO pobUTh... IKi JOCTOIHCTBO, OCBSIYEHHS | 671aroTBOPHICTb
HebeCHUX TaiHCTB pO3UiHIOKOTh TaK, O AyMarTb, HIGBUTO
npurMaTy ix NoBMHHI Ti/IbKu CBSTI, 6€3rnopoyHi; a Kpaije 6ysio 6
BBaxkaTtu, 1O Ui TaiHCTBa 4yepe3 rnepegaydy 6sarogati pob/sisite Hac
YNCTUMU ¥ CBATUMMK. BOHW HacripaBai 6inbiie ropgoLyis
BUKa3yKTb, HiXXK CMUPEHHSI, TOMY LL{O KOJIN MPUIMaroTb [CBATI
TaviHn — npuyacTs], To BBaxaroTb cebe AOCTOMHMMU. A HabaraTo
rnpasusibHiwe 6ys1o 6, wWobu MU i3 TUM CMUPEHHSM cepusi, KOJin
BIPYEMO ¥ CrOBIAYEMO, LLO HIKOJIN HE MOXEMO [OCTONHO
AO0TOPKAaTnUCS A0 CBATUX TaiH, LOHEAITI npuiMann ix A7s
3UiNneHHs Halumx HeayriB”.

"Koro Ham rnoxsaantun? — 3anuTye cB. loaHH 3naToycT. — Yu Tux, X170
npuYaLlaEeTbCs pa3 Ha piK; Yv TUX, XTO 4acTo, 4Yu ThX, XTO piagko?” 1
Bignosipnae: “Hi nepLuux, Hi Apyrux, Hi TPETIX, ajae TUx, XTo
pUYaLLaEeTbCs i3 YUCTOK COBICTIO, 3 YNCTUM cepueM, 3 6e340raHHUM
KUTTAM. Taki Hexan 3aBxXan nigxoasiTe, a He Taki — Hikoau. Yomy? Tomy
O MPUKIINKAKOTb Ha cebe cya, ocya, Kapy vi MyKy... T yAOCTOEHM
Tpanesu AyX0BHOI, i MOTIM 3HOBY CKBEPHMULL yCTa HEYUCTOTOK? Tu
HamacTtuw cebe MUPOM i MOTIM 3HOBY HANMOBHIOELLCS] 3/T0BOHHSIM?
lpnxofs4n 40 Npu4acTs YHepPe3 piK, HEBXE TU BBAaXKa€ELL, LL{O COpoKa AHIB
ZAO0CTaTHbO AJ/11 OYMLLEHHS TBOIX IPixiB 3a yBech 4ac? A roTim ripovae
TUXAEHB, | TM 3HOBY pobuLl Te came? COpPOK AHIB TW BUTPAYa€ELl Ha
BiJHOBJIEHHS 340POB’a AyLUi, a MO)e 6yTu, HaBiTb HE COPOK, | AyMaeLl
ymuiioctuButn bora? Tu xapTtyeLl, Yosaosidye! [oBopto ye He A/151 TOro,
1j06 3a60pOHNUTU BaM NpuYaLLaT1cs pas Ha pik, azae binbLie 6axaruu,
o6 Bu be3snepectaHHo rpuvimasn CesaTi TanHn”.

lMigrotyBaB npotoiepeii AHApPIH [yA4YeHKO

Is your parish focused on Mission or
Maintenance?

Clergy and members of parishes that are beginning to decline will tend
to notice something happening. At first, what begins to happen is very
subtle, hardly noticed. It comes up during warm conversation, perhaps
during coffee hour, and may even be, at the beginning of this period,
something that is undertaken with joy and laughter as parishioners en-
gage in it during their conversations with one another. It is nostalgia.
And it always begins with the words, "Remember when...?”

Nostalgia is a killer. Many people in our churches sometimes speak rhap-
sodically about those “good old days” in the forties, fifties, sixties, or



whatever decade is in vogue. We
reminisce about and yearn for full
churches and full Sunday schools,
but what we don't realize is that
society itself has changed. We no
longer live in the “churched cul-
ture” of many of our childhoods. A
“churched culture” is not so much
characterized by the numbers of
those actively participating in the
life of the Church, but rather by a
very noticeable feeling throughout
society that the Church is im-
portant, that it matters. To an
awful lot of people today, the
Church not only does not matter,
it matters less and less as the years go by. It's not that they see the
Church as harmful or hurtful; they see the Church as not really relevant
or helpful.

Yet, many of us in the Church, at various levels of involvement and min-
istry, act as if nothing has changed. We continue to act as if the general
population is seeking us out (churched culture, maintenance mindset)
rather than acting like the Church we find in Acts, and seeking the world
out (mission mindset). It is for this reason that we have as many declin-
ing and dying parishes as we do.

And why do we prefer to see one way over the other? Because the par-
ish of a churched culture is calm, peaceful, organized. Think “Ozzie and
Harriet.” (Anybody under 50 immediately is asking, “Who are they?” And
that, in part, proves the point.) The parish of the mission mindset, how-
ever, is going to be none of these things. It is going to be hectic, chal-
lenging, disturbing even—not exactly everybody’s cup of tea, which is
why many people don't want it and why we have trouble seriously imag-
ining what it would be like.

What the "maintenance” mindset leads to is a preoccupation with wheth-
er our churches are growing, rather than whether our mission to the
world is flourishing; whether our churches are able to manage their ac-
counts, rather than whether we can fulfill our God-given directives. We
have been preoccupied with maintenance when we must be preoccupied
with mission. But church growth is not about growth alone. As one
church growth author has noted, "Our current problems cannot be con-
veniently reduced to whether the church membership statistics are
growing or declining. Our current problems have more to do with mis-
sion than membership, more with service than survival, more with the
planet than the church plant (i.e., facilities), more with the human hurts
and hopes of the world than the hemorrhaging of a denomination.... We
are called to share the Kingdom, not to grow churches.” We don't grow
churches, only God can do that. When we confuse the two, we get the
problems with which we are now struggling.



So maintenance or mission? Which is it? It can’t be both; this preoccupa-
tion with maintenance, with census numbers, is self-defeating. The more
we are concerned with maintenance, the less we focus on mission; the
weaker our mission, the more we decline; the more we decline, the higher
our preoccupation with maintenance. This downward spiral ends when the
remaining remnant can no longer afford to keep the enterprise together.

Focusing on maintenance can be depressing, tedious, dreary, and discour-
aging. Focusing on mission can be uplifting, visionary, joyous, and inspir-
ing. And, it's not difficult to change the parish’s focus from one to the oth-
er: what’s needed is a little trust (in God—this is what changes mere
“"belief” to active and powerful “faith”), cooperation (between priest and
parish leadership; one or the other alone cannot do this effectively, let
alone powerfully), education (on what can be done, as well as what
shouldn’t be done), and training and equipping.

The good news is that turnaround ministry is possible and can happen,
but only if a declining parish’s priest and parishioners are willing to com-
mit themselves to the effort of turnaround ministry. Such an effort will
require the entire parish working together as a team to turn the tide and
make a full comeback to healthy witness and ministry. While moving for-
ward often requires reflective moments of looking back, pure nostalgia for
times gone by can slowly grind to a halt any efforts to move a declining
church forward. Those wishing to move their churches to full health and
growth must remember that memory of the past must be coupled with
vision of the future and real mission in order to achieve a holistic ap-
proach to real church growth.

Attending Services

Question

I've attended services at a local Orthodox church a number of times and I
always feel awkward in not knowing how much I'm supposed to “do as the
Romans do”—to use a very poor figure of speech.

I suspect that I'm the only one watching my actions, but it is wrong to not
cross myself, or kiss the icons, since I'm just exploring the faith now?

I know that I'm not privileged to take communion, and respect that. But
what about the kissing of the cross at the end of the service?

Yikes! There’s so much to learn and I feel like an oaf just sitting or stand-
ing there, and even more foolish when I try to mimic the actions of the
other worshipers. Thanks for your insight.

Answer
Many thanks for your enquiry. Your situation is a rather common one, but
one over which there is no need to fret!

The principle thing here is not doing what is “right” or “wrong”, but, ra-
ther, doing what is comfortable at this point. This, of course, helps if you



are attending a community in which people are focused on the Liturgy
rather than on what visitors are or are not doing.

When someone first comes to the Orthodox church, many things appear
foreign and strange. As time goes by, that which seemed exotic be-
comes commonplace, as one grows used to observing what is being
done and understanding why it is being done. For each action, it might
be best to ask yourself, "Do I understand what I am doing, or am I just
mimicing those around me? Now that I know why this or that is being
done, does it serve as an external expression of my faith?”

For example, one could make the sign of the Cross every time those
around are doing it. In such cases, the objective is to display conformity
with those surrounding you, not to express our acceptance of Christ by
“sealing” yourself with the sign of His Holy Cross. When should you
begin making the sign of the Cross, for example? When you feel that it is
an expression of that which you accept and believe. Then it is being
done, not as a sign of conformity, but as an expression of faith.

As you journey closer to Orthodoxy, I would recommend that you begin
assimilating such practices into your experience as your comfort level
rises. If there is something you do not understand, simply ask the
priest—he will be more than happy to explain things to you. Gradually
embrace that which is happening as your level of understanding and ac-
ceptance grows. And try not to let your focus on what others are doing
overshadow your focus on Christ and the Liturgy. I think you will find
that this is a “natural” way to grow into the Orthodox Christian Faith as
well as a guarantee that the external expressions of our faith serve the
purposes for which they are intended. Never try to “rush” things.

Often people ask, “"How will I know that I am comfortable with the Or-
thodox faith?” I often reply, "When the incense no longer makes you
sneeze!” The point is this: that which may seem exotic or unusual at one
point in time will eventually become commonplace weeks, months, or
even years later.

Persevere, and I guarantee you that in time you will be helping new visi-
tors to understand the very things you are now learning!

God bless you, and may you have a most spiritually rewarding celebra-
tion of the Divine Liturgy each Sunday



JHopoei 6pamu i cecmpu,

3 24 0o 25 aucmonada
6yoe gidbyeamucs
noi30xa 00 MCIHO4020
npaeoci1asHoz20
MOHACMUPA WO 6
Keebexy.

Ipowy 6axcarouux
3zonocunucs 0o omuys
Boaodumupa za

demanwvHiwow iHpHopmayiero.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

A visit to Greek
Orthodox Monastery
of the Virgin Mary the
Consolatory (Quebec)

will take place
from the 24™ to the 25t of
November.

For more information please
contact Father Volodymyr at

(647) 680-0448.



YkpaiHcbka MpaBocnaBHa LiepkBa CB. AHHM

St. Anne’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church
525 Morrish Road Scarborough, Ontario M1C 1G2

XC

Church Office # (416) 284-9642

Parish Priest: Rev. Father Volodymyr Feskiv (647) 680-0448

November 2017 Schedule

Po3sknapn Ha nuctonaa 2017 poky

Saturday November 4
Divine Liturgy* with Requiem at 9:30 am
Great Vespers** at 5:00 pm

Sunday November 5
Divine Liturgy* at 10:00 am

Wednesday November 8
St. Demetrius the Great Martyr
Divine Liturgy* at 9:30 am

Saturday November 11
Great Vespers is cancelled

Sunday November 12
Divine Liturgy* at 10:00 am

Saturday November 18
Great Vespers** at 5:00 pm

Sunday November 19
Divine Liturgy* at 10:00 am

Tuesday November 21
St. Michael the Archangel
Liturgy will be served at 10:00 am
at St. Michael's Church in Bradford

Saturday November 25
Great Vespers** at 5:00 pm

Sunday November 26
Divine Liturgy* at 10:00 am
Holodomor Commemoration

* Confession available prior to the start of Liturgy
** Confession available after Vespers

Cy6ota 4 nuctonaga
Cssrta Jlitypria* 3 NManaxnaoto 0 9:30 paHky
Benuka BeuipHa™ o 5:00 Beyopa

Heainsa 5 nuctonaga
Cesita [liTyprisi* 0 10:00 paHky

Cepepga 8 nuctonaga
Cg. Bmu. IMuTpis
Cs. Jlitypria* 0 9:30 paHky

Cy6ota 11 nuctonaga
BeuipHa Bigknukana

Hepina 12 nuctonaga
Cesa Jlityprisi 0 10:00 paHky

Cy6ota 18 nuctonaga
Bennka BedipHsa** o 5:00 Beyopa

Hegina 19 nuctonaga
Cesita JliTyprisi© o 10:00 paHky

BisTopok 21 nuctonaaa
Ca. Apxaunrena Muxaina
Ce. Nityprisa y Liepksi CB. Muxaina
y Bpaadopai o 10:00 panky

Cy6ota 25 nuctonaga
Benuka BeuvipHa** o 5:00 Bevopa

Hegina 26 nuctonaga
Cesita [iTyprisi* 0 10:00 paHky
noMuHaHHaA Fonoaomopy

* Cnosigb nepep Jlitypricto
** Cnogigb nicnsi BevipHi

We invite all to attend our Church services

Mu 3anpoluyemo BCix B3ATU yYacTb y
HaLINX LiePKOBHUX Cryx6ax




2017 Fellowship Schedule

Volunteers Needed

October November December
1 3
Larissa Fedorova Dorothy Bolusmjak Name(s) -
+ Tanya Kulish Phone # -
Email -
8 Thanksgiving Weekend 10 Church Executive Meeting

Lila & Nick Scott

15

Church Executive Meeting

Krystyan and Pavlo Hrushnyk

22 Sophika’s Birthday
Name — Mila & Stanislav
Ustymenko

29

Saida A. — Birthday
celebration

www.stannesorthodox.com

Tricia Harbajan& Angela

Gendry

Church Executive Meeting 17

Dobr. Natalka Feskiv,

Halyna Pankevich

Olga Saha

click: Schedule

24

Name(s) -
Phone # -
Email -

St. Nicholas Celebration

LUNCH Provided

Latin Christmas Eve Day

Marika'’s Birthday
Name — Mila & Stanislav
Ustymenko

To Sign Up — call or email Lila Scott



